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From Pastor Caroline 

Bishop Deon K. Johnson of the Episcopal Diocese of Missouri wrote this for Ash Wednesday in 
2024: “Remember you are dust, the substance of the stars, animated with the Breath of Life. 
Uniquely formed in the image and likeness of Divine Love. Authored in hope, forged in joy, 
very good of very good, no accident we, this beloved quickened dust, knit to love and be loved. 
Remember you are dust. Amen.”  

The liturgical season of Lent lasts 40 days (+ Sundays) and always begins with this reminder 
of our mortality: that we are dust. Yet we are not ordinary dust; we are beloved. We are made 
in the image of God. And God calls us very good.  

The Sunday night Bible study recently started reading Esther. The book “inspires readers by 
giving them hope, making them laugh, and causing them to envision a world where those with 
very little power triumph over evil officials bent on destroying God’s people” (Matthew  
Richard Schlimm, CEB Student Bible). This is the work of imagination, the will to dream, and 
the courage to care. It feels especially appropriate to now be studying Esther.  

Retired Episcopal Bishop Michael Curry reminds us, “There’s power in love. There’s power in 
love to help and heal when nothing else can. There’s power in love to lift up and liberate when 
nothing else will. There’s power in love to show us the way to live.”  

My own devotional practice this Lenten season includes a few different resources, some that I 
have used before and others which are new: “Rise” by John Pavlovitz; “Outgrow” from the UCC 
Still Speaking Writers’ Group (new for 2026); and “When Love Gets the Last Word: Daily  
Readings from Ash Wednesday to Easter” by Rev. Benjamin Cremer. Cremer’s work is  
available in eBook and audiobook: https://benjamin-cremer.kit.com/products/when-love-
gets-the-last-word-a-lent-devo. Cremer writes, “No matter how discouraging the world may 
be around us or how relentless violence and death seem to be, love will not only triumph and 
prevail but will get the last word over us all. That is the hope I want to invite you to hold onto 
as you travel this journey called Lent.”  

We are using a special Lenten curriculum called “The Work of Imagination” that builds on our 
Advent theme “The Will to Dream.” In “The Work of Imagination,” we are “encouraged to  
confront the pain of the world, embody faithful resistance, and participate in the holy labor of 
communal transformation” with honesty, hope, inspiration, and care. Friends, ancient wisdom 
speaks to our present moment, and together, we will explore and grow.  

And when I find my anxiety and anger rising, I aim to center and ground myself in God, by  
using a few simple breath prayers, written by the wonderful Sarah Bessey:  

Inhale: May we be loving and generous, Exhale: compassionate and courageous. 

Inhale: Hope can see in the dark,  Exhale: Give us eyes to see what is good. 

Inhale: We do not wait for permission, Exhale: we will be faithful and courageous. 

Peace,  
Pastor Caroline 

https://benjamin-cremer.kit.com/products/when-love-gets-the-last-word-a-lent-devo
https://benjamin-cremer.kit.com/products/when-love-gets-the-last-word-a-lent-devo
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GOAL:  A MULTI-FOCUS FOR THE LENTEN SEASON 
 

We entered the liturgical season of Lent with Ash Wednesday on February 18. We 
consider spiritual practices such as prayer, fasting, almsgiving (charitable giving), 
service and volunteering, reflection, and meditation. We create space in our lives for an 
expanded spiritual focus. Part of our Lenten practice as a community of faith is collecting 
funds for our Lenten projects.  
  

We are introducing a new model this year in utilizing a 3-month span of time in which 
you can contribute to our Lenten offering, which support the following three recipients: 

1)       The Peru School Project—providing school supplies along with community 
resource support 

2)      The African Mission Healthcare—special support to pediatric surgeries, 
including training in this specialty 

3)      United Church of Christ Disaster Emergency Fund—support to individuals 
with grave loss due to unexpected events 

  

We will have our First Fruits baskets at the back of the sanctuary on the first Sunday of 
March and April. All funds on those dates, along with donations made in envelopes or 
checks mailed, presented to the office, or in the special Lenten boxes, will go toward the 
total collected for these recipients. 
  
  

St. John’s UCC continues to reach out in loving support in acts of compassion and care. 
  

-The Community Engagement Committee 
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Mission Possible HVAC Campaign Status 

 
Let’s go back in time to the June 2021 congregational meeting when we announced the 
fundraising campaign to pay for our new HVAC system. The following is a recap from the 
minutes of that meeting. 

1. The fundraising campaign will run for 5 years with a goal of $700K (to pay for the 

cost of the system plus loan fees and interest costs). 

2. We will borrow $500K from F&M Trust with a 10-year term at 3.75% interest (fixed 

for first 5 years, then variable in July 2026) and use initial campaign receipts to pay 

the HVAC system costs. 

3. We will use campaign receipts to pay down the debt as quickly as possible with the 

hope to have it fully paid in 5 years. 

4. Consistory approved a “silent kickoff” to jump start the campaign. This resulted in 

combined pledges and cash payments of $243K, or 35% of the goal. 

What is the current status Mission Possible? 

The campaign “goal” was reduced to $650K as a result of significant early donations that 
enabled us to pay down the debt by $260K in 2021, thus reducing the original expected  
interest cost by $50K. Due to this early principal paydown, the loan will be paid off in 
2029 with normal monthly payments. 

 

Here is a snapshot of the campaign at December 31, 2025: 
Campaign Goal   $650K 
Donations received   $532K 
Budgeted donations 2026  $14K 
Shortfall from Goal   $104K 

The budgeted donations are based on known unpaid pledges plus an estimate of  

donations from the donors that did not make pledges. 

Since the interest rate on the loan is expected to increase to over 7% in July 2026, we  

believe it is fiscally prudent to use existing funds to pay off the remaining debt of  

approximately $107K at that time. We are so close. Won’t you help us cross the HVAC 

finish line? 

-The Finance Task Force:  

Scot Orndorff, Jerry Thomason, Lisa Fair, and Pastor Caroline  
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Hello, March! We are all looking forward to warmer weather and searching for signs 

of spring! 

 

Registration for the 2026-2027 school year opened for current Nursery School  

families and Church members on February 17th . Registration will open to the public 

on  March 2nd. If you know someone who is interested in registering a child in one of 

our Nursery School classes, please contact the nursery school office at 717-264-8224 

or nsdirector@sjucc.net. Registration information is also available on our website at 

www.sjucc1811.org/nursery-school/. 

St. John’s Nursery School values the importance of supporting the efforts of families 

in their transition to Kindergarten. Amanda Ryan, Kindergarten teacher at Guilford 

Hills Elementary, visited us in February and shared a wealth of information about  

Kindergarten, and what families and children can expect from the registration process. 

We thank Amanda for sharing her time and knowledge with our Nursery School  

families. 

 

In March, we celebrate our pets and the joy they bring to our families. We will be 

collecting items for the Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter again this year. The youth 

of St. John’s will be helping by making displays and delivering the items to the shelter. 

Collection boxes are available at the entrances of the Church. Please help our  

animal friends at CVAS by bringing in donations! 

 

Monday, March 2nd  is National Read Across America Day. For the month of March, 

the Nursery School will be celebrating our love of books and reading. Parents are  

encouraged to read aloud with their child every day and enjoy this special reading 

time. 

 

To celebrate our reading success, we will end the month with an ice cream party! 

The Nursery School’s chicken BBQ fundraiser is quickly approaching! We will be 

selling tickets for Smith’s BBQ Chicken to be picked up on Saturday, March 28th at 

St. John’s UCC, Parking Lot A. 

 

Thank you for supporting St. John’s Nursery School! 

Kari Rock, Director 

Nursery School Director 

St. John’s  Nursery School  
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Church Office Hours:  

 Monday - Friday 
  9:00am - 3:00pm  

 

 

 
 
 
Office Administrator: Tonya Schwartz 

Email: manager@sjucc1811.org 
 

Office Assistant: Rochelle Moyer 
Email: assistant@sjucc1811.org 
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Dear Church Family, 
 
Dan Wolfe visited John and me recently. It was a very 
enjoyable visit in which we learned more about him and 
his family. We look forward to seeing him again.   
 

 
- Nina Widmann 
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Thank you so much for your feedback, ideas, and suggestions in response to the 
Congregational Questionnaire! Council is reviewing what we received in December 
and will continue to solicit feedback throughout 2026.A revised version of the Future 
Together Strategic Plan for 2026-2027 was endorsed at our Congregational Annual 
meeting. Copies are available from the church office and on our website. 
 

SPIRITUAL DEEPENING 

 Pastor Caroline leads a weekly book study on Monday afternoons at 1:30 pm. Our 

current selection is “Love’s Braided Dance: Hope in a Time of Crisis” by Norman 

Wirzba. The group reads one chapter a week and enjoys a robust discussion. 

Each week’s reading assignment is listed in News in the Pews and the e-blast.   

 The Sunday Night Bible Study is held at 8 pm via Zoom. We are currently studying 

the Book of Esther. The link is in the e-blast.  

 The Wired Word class meets Sundays at 8:45 am in Room 116. Email Lloyd 

Beers to join the mailing list to receive the material in advance. 

 The Upper Room class meets on Sundays at 8:45 am in Conference Room 111.  

 A third adult church school class “Sunday Morning Caffeine” will begin on Sunday, 

March 8 at 8:45 am in the Parlor Room 104.  

 Diana Kongkeattikul writes a weekly devotional for our website. An opt-in email list 

is available via the office if you’d like to receive her reflection directly in your inbox. 

 Henry Hopper leads a Chi Gong/Zazen silent body energy, and soulful meditation 

class on Mondays at 10 am in the Parlor Room 104. All are welcome to join.  

 Yoga classes are held on Tuesday nights at 5:30 pm in Room 202. $5/class.  

 Lenten Wednesday night services will focus on the Parables of Jesus in Holy 

Week. See page 14 for details about the stories we will study and the locations 

where we will gather. 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

 An opportunity to gather together for a meal at the new Neighbors Food Hall is 

planned for Tuesday, March 10. See page 21 for details. 
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ENERGIZE PARTICIPATION 

 The Pickleball court in Fellowship Hall has been well-received. Please contact the 

church office to reserve the court or consult the calendar for scheduled play times.  

 A craft night is scheduled for Monday, March 30. See page 20 for details. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

 We now have a Little Free Pantry (aka blessing box) located by the entrance to 

Fellowship Hall. Many thanks to our Scouts and church members who ensure the 

LFP stays stocked. To learn more, please read the article found on page 14.  

 The adult church school class provides a meal for NETwork Ministries once a 

month, typically on the 4th Thursday. The next date will be March 26, 2026.  

 St. John’s will be a Bronze Sponsor of the 16th Annual Race Against Poverty. This 

year’s race will be Saturday, June 6. Check out the details on page 28.  

 Lenten Project recipients for 2026 are: Peru School, African Mission Healthcare, 

and the UCC Disaster Emergency Relief Fund. Donations will be collected 

throughout the months on March and April.   

 A Pancake Breakfast and Community Egg Hunt will be Saturday, April 4, $8 for 

adults, $2 for children up to age 12. We’re seeking a sponsor for this event, too.  

 Spring dance classes begin on Thursday, April 9 and run for 6 weeks.  

 The Blueberry Bliss Spring Tea will be Saturday, April 25.  

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILTY 

 Additional opportunities to collaborate with Habitat for Humanity to serve both their 

mission and ours are being discussed by Council. Stay tuned!  

 Learn more about the current status of our HVAC loan in the update on page 5. 

Many thanks to everyone who has contributed!  

 Work on the parking lot project will resume after Memorial Day.  

 We have transitioned to a project-based model to work with Ghostwriter to pursue 

grants and sponsorship opportunities, rather than a monthly retainer. Grants have  

become more competitive over the last year and we want to be good stewards of 

the resources that the congregation has entrusted to us.  

 End of year giving statements are available by request from the church office. 
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

 

Spring is near…we have faith. The thermometer does not indicate 

that Winter is almost over. Spring will officially be here on March 20. 

We are all looking forward to what God will surprise us with once 

the snow melts and the green begins to appear. God is GREAT. 

Lenten services continue as we prepare for Easter. Keep watching in 

April to enjoy the Easter festivities which are being planned for 

young and older. We had a very successful Pork and Sauerkraut 

Supper. 

A special thanks to all those volunteers who share their time and 

smiles with our members unable to attend church in person. Your 

time and talents are so much appreciated. Cards and calls continue 

to bring warmth to those need a friendly touch. 

 

Also, if you like to visit members in the hospital or their home, send 

cards or make calls to those we have not seen in church recently, 

please consider becoming a member of our Congregational Care 

Visitation Team. There is always room for more folks to visit those 

who are unable to be in church. Please contact Eileen Shaffer,  

(717-655-8888). 
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Remember to turn your clocks back on Sunday,      

November 2nd for daylight savings!! 
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KEYSTONE CONFERENCE  
OPEN AND AFFIRMING WINTER GATHERING  
A day of education for all our churches who are part of the ONA ministry and 

those who are considering! Hybrid (both in-person and Zoom) 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 2026 
Immanuel United Church of Christ  

99 South Waverly Street 
Shillington (Reading), PA 19607 

Easy access from PA routes 10 and 222 

8:30 A.M. TO 3:00 P.M.  
 “God is doing a new thing” and “Nothing will separate us from the love of God”   

 Isaiah 43:19-21 and Romans 8:38-39. 
 

There will be a speaker presentation with the same three workshops  

scheduled in the morning and afternoon. Breakfast and lunch provided. 

Please look for hotel suggestions, speaker, workshop, and reservation  

information soon.  

Questions may be directed to Steve Roush at: scroush2@gmail.com  
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Easter Tulips 

We are now taking orders for Easter tulips to decorate the Sanctuary for the 

Easter Sunday Service. 

If you would like to donate a tulip, please complete the form and return it to 

the church office by Monday, March 23rd 2026.     Cost - $15.00 each 

  

Donor’s name: _____________________________________________ 

                             (as it will appear in the bulletin insert) 

  

I would like to order ______Tulips to be placed: 

_____ In memory of: ____________________________________________ 

_____ In honor of: ______________________________________________ 

_____ To the Glory of God 

 

** Thank you for your support. Please arrange for your flowers to be 

picked up. 

 

Please include your payment with this form and return it to the church office 

by Monday, March 23rd , 2026.  Make checks payable to St. John’s UCC. 
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Camp Ministry Report 

Camp Sticky Bun Sale 
Sunday, March 22 

 
Camp volunteers will be making and selling cinnamon sticky buns for $12/dozen and 
$7/half dozen! Orders and payment will be taken before and after church on Sundays, 
March 8 and 15. Pick up your “ready to bake” sticky buns on Sunday morning, March 
22. Freshly baked sticky buns will also be on sale, after church, on March 22 for $2 
each. Please, email Mary Lee Yaukey (mlyaukey@comcast.net) if you want to join the 
fun of making the delicious buns on Saturday morning, March 21st.  
 
Help support St. John’s Camp and enjoy a tasty treat! All proceeds support the Camp Fund. 
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The group will continue to meet on the 2nd Wednesday of each month.  

Our February gathering will be Wednesday, March 11th  

at 11:30 am at Hoss’s Steak & Sea House.  
(20 Falling Spring Road, Chambersburg, 17202). 

 

No need to RSVP; just come and enjoy! 

We will be meeting Thursday, March 5th  

at 7 am at Texas Lunch. 

(108 LWW, Chambersburg, PA). 

 

We look forward to seeing any and all for  

March’s Breakfast. 
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03/02 Mackenzie Miller  

03/03 Skip Elliott 

03/05 Rebecca Pound 

03/10 Carol Rockwell 

03/12 Holli Burton  

03/12 Deborah Dilling 

03/14 Margaret (Peg) Marotte 

03/14 Lee Powell 

03/17 Charles ‘Ed’ Foltz Jr. 

03/19 Belinda Johnson  

03/21 John Bryner  

03/21 Aubrei McSwiggan  

03/23 Donna Harrison  

03/23 Emily Stull  

03/24 Lloyd Beers Jr 

03/24 Lavonna Wadel 

03/24 Nina Widmann  

03/28 Richard Foerster  

03/30 Muneath Ham  

03/31 Carolyn (Cookie) Miller  
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Youth News 
Youth Calendar of Events 

 

March 

1 Church School 8:45 

8 Church School 8:45 

11 Children and Youth Ministry Meeting 6:30 Parlor 

15 Church School 8:45 

Beginning of the Artistic Showcase and Silent Auction 

22 Church School 8:45 

29 Church School 8:45 

Youth sponsor Coffee hour 

End of the Artistic Showcase and Silent Auction 

Children’s Corner is offered weekly during Worship 

 

 

Coffee Hour 

The Staff in Church School have taken on sponsoring the after-worship coffee hour each 

month. Some help this month from our families would be greatly appreciated.  

We are scheduled for March 29th.  

Please see Roxanne if you can offer to send in something that day. 
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Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter 

The Youth will be once again helping the Nursery School in their collection of items for the 

CVAS by creating wonderful animal displays and signs for the collection sites in the church.  

We will embark on a delivery of these items on April 11th. 

REFLECTIONS….A Spiritual Journey 

That is the theme for our first St. John’s Art Show and Silent Auction to benefit the SCAPP 

Food Pantry at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Fayetteville. Due to the enormous talent, we 

have seen in our youth, congregation, and family members of St. John’s, we are planning a 

showcase of this talent beginning March 15 th and on display in our lobby, until  

March 29 th . Entries by anyone at St. John’s and their families must be submitted by the 

end of February, with a statement of how their entry fits the theme.  

Any form of expression is welcome, poetry, artistry, musical….. 

Only those designated will be offered for bids in the silent auction, others will be just for  

admiration. See Roxanne Davenport or Diana Kongkeattikul for more information. 

R Y E Regional Youth Event 

I am sorry to say that the Mid Atlantic Regional Youth Event that was scheduled for this July has 

been postponed due to lack of time to properly organize and procure volunteers. Having been on 

the planning of one of these, I know it took more than two years to bring to fruition,  

so although it is disappointing, it is understood. 

We will continue to watch for information about the next one scheduled as we had some teens  

interested. This will also give us time to talk about fundraising for the next event. 

VBS Dates for 2026 

Mark your calendars for July 19th -23rd 

Work Days are scheduled for June 28 and July 12 

We are going to the Snowball Mountain Challenge Games!  

See Roxanne to help! 
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Committee & Ministry Chairs 2026 

Camp—MaryLee Yaukey 

Children & Youth Ministry—Roxanne Davenport 

Community Engagement—Harold Collier 

Congregational Care—Eileen Shaffer 

Facilities Ministry—Tom Harrison 

Fellowship—Sue McMurtray 

Finance—Scot Orndorff 

Library—MaryLee Yaukey 

Music Ministry—Gary Crum 

Nursery School—Linda Zeger 

Personnel—Lisa Fair  
 
Pastoral Relations—Tom (Mt. Union Rd) Harrison 

Prayer Shawl Ministry — N. Erin Hartman 

Safe Church Compliance—Safe Church Compliance Steward, Sarah Herbert 

Safe Church Response—Safe Church Compliance Steward, Sarah Herbert 

Safety and Security—Tom Kinton 

Spiritual Life—Lloyd Beers 

Technology and Media Ministry– Calvin Frantz 

 

Want to serve  

on a Ministry or Standing 

Committee? 

 

These groups would  

welcome you and 

 your talents!  

 

Speak to these leaders or 

Pastor Caroline today to 

learn more and join them! 
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2026 COUNCIL 

Moderator Team 

Harold Collier, Past Moderator 

Diana Kongkeattikul, Moderator 

Harold Wissinger, Moderator Elect 

At Large Members 

Lloyd Beers Jr.  

Tom Harrison 

Eileen Shaffer, Secretary 

Connie Strunk 

Additional Non-Council Positions 

Scot Orndorff, Treasurer 

Jerry Thomason, Assistant Treasurer 

Dick Rebok, Authorized Check Signatory 

Susan Collier, Head Deacon 

Dwight Sollenberger, Head Elder 

Sarah Herbert, Safe Church Compliance Steward 

Pastor 

The Rev. Caroline E. Saxton 
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Sunday Worship will be at 10 am 

(Offered In-Person and on YouTube) 

              St. John’s United Church of Christ 

1811 Lincoln Way East 
Chambersburg, PA  17202 

Phone:  717-263-8593 Fax:  717-263-9010 

Website:  www.sjucc1811.org 

  Office Hours:  Mon -Fri from 9 AM -3 PM 

         Give online! (scan the QR code)                    

Communion Dates:  

 

Sunday, March 1, 10 am (Sanctuary & Livestreamed) 
Maundy Thursday, April 2, 6:30 pm (Fellowship Hall) 

Easter Sunday, April 5, 10:00 am (Sanctuary & Livestreamed) 

“To grow in love of God and neighbor” 


