St. John's United Church of Christ
Chambersburg, PA
January 11, 2026



WEDDING AT CANA
*Please stand in body or in spirit
GATHERING SONG “This is the Day”

UNISON WELCOME
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here”

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PASSING OF THE PEACE “The peace of Christ be with you” “And also with you”
CHIMING OF THE TRINITY & PRELUDE
*CALL TO WORSHIP

God invites us into this time of worship to be sustained and renewed.
The Spirit’s presence fills this space.

God offers us what we need for flourishing: wine to cheer our hearts, oil to make our

faces shine, and bread to sustain our life.

The Spirit’s presence fills us with life.

At the wedding at Cana, Jesus turned water into wine, a sign of love and light.
The Spirit’s presence fills us with light.

We place our trust in you, O God, turning to you in our circumstances and situations.
May we remain alive and alert for how God is at work among us and within
us, attentive to God’s revealing love for all people, offering grace and hope.

Come, let us worship!

*HYMN #242 “Come, Teach Us, Spirit of Our God”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION by Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay, UCC Worship Ways
Gracious God, we live in the tension between expectation and reality. Sometimes,
we navigate that tension with hope and clarity. At other times, we fester in doubt,
disappointment, and uncertainty. Help us to release our need to control and enable
us to embrace the possibilities. May our trust in your goodness and the power you
have poured into us embolden our faith. Amen.

KYRIE Hymnal Companion C-4

ASSURANCE OF GRACE by Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay, UCC Worship Ways
Beloved, know that God’s grace meets us at our point of need with encouragement.
Circumstances change, and that’s the nature of God’s creative work. Receive the gift of
new life with the unexpected experiences it brings. God is with you and equips you for

the journey. Amen.



*GLORY BE TO THE FATHER #704
SCRIPTURE READING 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

RESPONSIVE READING Psalm 36:5-10 (The Inclusive Bible)
Your love, YHWH, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies.
Your justice is like the mountains in their splendor, Your judgments like the
great deep. Whether human or animal, YHWH, you keep us all in your care.
How precious is your love! Whether creatures of heaven or children of earth, we all find
refuge in the shadow of your wings.
We feast on the bounty of your estate, and drink from the stream of your
delights.
In you is the wellspring of Life, and in your light we become enlightened.
Prolong your love for those who know you, and your justice for upright

hearts.
ANTHEM “Spirit of God” David S. York
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Roxanne Davenport
Children’s Corner will be offered following the Children’s Message
SCRIPTURE READING John 2:1-11
SERMON Rev. Caroline E. Saxton

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS)

INVITATION TO GIVING

OFFERTORY

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #706 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION by Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay, UCC Worship Ways

Holy One, may our gifts declare your glory and benefit the common good. Receive
them with our gratitude for your generosity and the opportunity to participate in
your kin(g)dom on earth. Amen.

*HYMN #387 “God Who Made Us, Christ Who Calls Us”
*COMMISSION & BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE (seated)

Please join us for a time of fellowship after worship!




The “Nursery Nook in the Narthex” quiet area and infant/toddler space in the Parlor are available
for children and families to use during worship. Age-appropriate activity bags are also available.
See the deacon for assistance.

Birthdays this week: 01 /14 Alan Young; 01/15 Erik Strunk; 01/18 Linda Barton and
Jack Myers.

Worship Participants:

Pastor Rev. Caroline E. Saxton

Organist Barbara Motichka

Deacon in Charge Chris Willman-Bunge

Lector Barbara Wissinger

Children’s Corner Roxanne Davenport

Media Coordinators Neath Ham & Calvin Frantz

Bulletin cover “Water into Wine” by Cara B. Hochhalter from
Artin the Christian Tradition, a project of the
Vanderbilt Divinity Library

The Flowers at the Foot of the Cross are given in honor of Sue McMurtray by Bob & Connie
Strunk.

St. John’s Vision
We are called to love, to learn, to worship and to witness in Christ
as a congregation that welcomes everyone,
and seeks service that will advance God’s realm on earth.

St. John's Mission
To grow in love of God and neighbor

Worship Resources:
“Fill, Draw, Taste”: Service Prayers for the Second Sunday after Epiphany by Rev. Dr. Cheryl

A. Lindsay, UCC Worship Ways
The Inclusive Bible: the First Egalitarian Translation
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MUSIC:  Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813; harm. Donald Murphy, 2008 CM

Words © 1992 Hope Publishing Company. Harm. © 2010 Celebrating Grace, Inc.

MORNING SONG
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WORDS: Terry W. York, 2006
MUSIC: William H. Jude, 1874
Words © 2010 George W. Truett Theological Seminary, Baylor University.
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NEWS IN THE PEWS January 11, 2026
The Rev. Caroline E. Saxton, pastor@sjucc1811.org (641) 260-1868 (cell)

Tonya Schwartz, Office Administrator, manager@sjucc1811.org (717) 263-8593 (office)
Gary Crum, Music Director | Barbara Motichka, Organist
Roxanne Davenport, Director of Children & Youth
The Rev. Stephen W. Hoffman, Pastor Emeritus

THIS WEEK T. JOHN'S

TODAY: “Holy Manners” Behavioral Covenant Discussion after worship, Room 116
Bible Study on the Book of Acts, Chapter 25, 8 pm, Zoom (link in Friday e-blast)

Monday, January 12
10:00 am Chi Gong/Zazen silent body energy and soulful meditation — Parlor Room 104

1:30 pm Monday Afternoon Book Study — Conference Room 111
7:00 pm Boy Scouts — Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, January 13
5:30 pm Yoga - Room 202

6:00 pm Ladies’ Bible - Zoom
6:30 pm Cub Scouts — Fellowship Hall/then break into smaller groups

Wednesday, January 14
11:30 am Ladies Luncheon — Hoss's Steak & Sea House (20 Falling Spring Rd Chambersburg)

Thursday, January 15
6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice — Bell Room 117

6:15 pm Girl Scouts ~ Room 201
7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal — Choir Room 103

Sunday, Ja 1

8:45 am Godly Play Class — Room 119

8:45 am SPARK! Elementary Church School Class — Room 115

8:45 am Teen Discussion Class — Room 206

8:45 am Upper Room Church School Class — Conference Room 111

8:45 am Wired Word Church School Class — Room 116

10:00 am Sunday Worship — Sanctuary

11:00 am Adult Church Education Planning Meeting — Conference Room 111

Winter Weather If worship is canceled due to winter weather; a special e-blast will be sent
out. M-F activities follow the CASD school district. Specifics are in the January Spirit. Safety first!

Want to Stay in Touch? Contact the Church Office to be added to our email list! You can sign
up to receive our regular weekly emails, Diana’s Devotionals, and/or be part of the Prayer Chain.



Behavioral Covenant (aka “Holy Manners") Pick up a copy of the draft “Holy Manners for

our St. John’s United Church of Christ Faith Community” and read the article on page 18 of the
January Spirit to learn more about our proposed Behavioral Covenant. Congregational discussion
and feedback sessions will be held after worship on Sunday, January 11 and again on Sunday,
January 25, in Room 116. Please contact Pastor Caroline or Lioyd Beers with any questions

The Upper Room: Sunday School Restart The Upper Room Sunday School class meets in

Conference Room 111 on Sundays at 8:45 am. Upper Room booklets are found at the Welcome
Center in both regular and large print. Class conversation includes the Bible verses, the authors’
messages, the Thought for the Day, the prayer focuses, and your personal thoughts of the
content, For more information, please contact Harold Collier or Connie Strunk.

“Answering the Alarm in Chambersburg” Mike Marotte will give a presentation on the early

days of the Chambersburg Fire Department on Wednesday, February 4, 6 pm in Fellowship Hall.

Little Free Pantry is located by parking lot B to help feed those in our neighborhood who are
hungry. Donations of cash and/or nonperishable food items can be dropped off at the church
office. Due to the cold temperatures, dry goods are preferable to canned goods. To learn more,
please see the article in the January Spirit. Thank you for your support of this initiative!

Monday Afternoon Book Study We will start our next book (“Love’s Braided Dance” by

Norman Wirzba) on Monday, January 12, 2026. All are welcome to join this discussion!

Church Directory Update As we work to finalize our new photo directory, we need your
updated contact information. If your address, phone number or email address has changed,
please share this with the church office. If you have not yet submitted a photo or would like to
have your picture taken, please contact the church office. Thank you!

January First Fruits As we move into a quarterly focus of seasonal giving through physical
donations and First Fruits, donations for First Fruits this month will be split between the United
Way Winter Warmth Drive and the Little Free Pantry. Please designate on your envelope or
check if you have a preference on how your donation is to be used.

United Way Winter Warmth Drive is underway thru 1/15/26. Among the requested items to

donate are healthy food and winter gear. A full listing of desired items can be found in the
December Spirit. St. John's is a collection site; donation boxes are in both lobbies. Thank you for
your support of these efforts to care for our neighbors, feeding the hungry and clothing the cold.

January/February Upper Room devotionals are currently available at the Welcome Center.

We suggest a donation of $1 for small print/$2 for large print copies. If you would like to have a
copy mailed to you, please contact the church office.

Bible and a Beer is an opportunity to talk about our faith in public. Join us on the 3™ Monday
of the month at the Trojan Diner at 6:30 pm. Our next gathering will be January 19.




