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CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

*Please stand in body or in spirit

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

CHRISTMAS EVE PRELUDE

Bells of St. John’s “A Winter’s Night, So Deep” arr. Brenda E. Austin
“Angels from the Realms of Glory” arr. Mark Arnold

Choir “Noel, Noel, A Boy is Born” Natalie Sleeth
“Were You There on That Christmas Night?”  Natalie Sleeth

Duet “Twas In the Moon of Wintertime” Judy & Toby Hodges

WELCOME

*CALL TO WORSHIP from “The Will to Dream”

We gather together in this place:

prophets and dreamers, singers and poets,
we who dare to imagine a world renewed;

we who dare to dream God’s dream.
We ponder with Mary;

we marvel at Christ’s birth.
God comes to us, a vulnerable child -

heaven and earth, meeting in a manger.
The angels sing, the shepherds dance.

We treasure these things in our hearts.
Come and worship, all you who dream and imagine.

We have come to wonder and praise.

*CHRISTMAS CAROL #103 “0 Come, All Ye Faithful”

*OPENING PRAYER from “The Will to Dream”
God of the vulnerable, you come to us in ways that defy expectation: as a fragile
baby, not a trampling warrior; born in a guestroom, not a palace; born in the quiet
stillness of night. Teach us to look for you in the tender things. Make our hearts
soft and our spirits generous, living the way of Christ, born to us this night. Amen.

CANDLE LIGHTING
The birth of Jesus has been told and retold a thousand times and in a thousand ways.

Its impact cannot be contained be contained in any one perspective. But who is
telling the story changes how we hear it, how we imagine it, how we experience it.
(Various) (All): We light the candle of hope because hope creates a path for a new,
unknown story to unfold. (Various) We light the candle of peace because peace
requires us to pay attention to the needs of those around us. (Various)We light the




candle of joy because joy sustains us in the midst of uncertainty. (Various) We light
the candle of love because love makes the impossible possible. (Various) Give us
the will to dream, God. May all be true in your name.

CHRISTMAS CAROL #119 “His Name Is Called Emmanuel”
SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 9:2-7 Harold Collier
CHRISTMAS CAROL #105 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
SCRIPTURE READING Luke 2:1-7 Harold Collier
CHRISTMAS CAROL #111 “Away in a Manger”
SCRIPTURE READING Luke 2:8-14 Barb Wissinger
CHRISTMAS CAROL #125 “Angels We Have Heard on High”
SCRIPTURE READING Luke 2:15-20 Barb Wissinger
CHRISTMAS CAROL (insert) “Love Has Come”
CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE Roxanne Davenport
CHRISTMAS CAROL #102 “Joy to the World”
SCRIPTURE READING John 1:1-14
SERMON Rev. Caroline E. Saxton
DEDICATION OF THE REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR BOXES

INVITATION TO GIVING.

OFFERTORY “What Shall We Give to the Child in the Manger”  arr. Douglas Wagner
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE from Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship

To God, all glorious heavenly Light,
to Christ revealed in earthly night,
to God the Spirit now we raise

our joyful songs of thankful praise.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION from “The Will to Dream”
Holy God, we bring our gifts and offerings to you because the voices of the prophets
remind us of something bigger, something greater than any system this world
offers us. We believe when we trust you with our resources, the kin(g)dom of God
comes much closer to reality on earth. Help us steward these gifts to create
abundant life and love. Amen.




*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (on screen)

*LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
Please dip the unlit candle in your neighbor’s upright lit candle.
Electronic candles are available. Ask any usher for assistance.

*CHRISTMAS CAROL #134 “Silent Night, Holy Night”
*COMMISSION & BENEDICTION

(*Extinguish the candles)

*POSTLUDE “loy to the World (with Hallelujah Chorus)” G. F. Handel
Choral Recording Hallelujah Chorus (From “Messiah”) G.F. Handel

The “Nursery Nook in the Narthex” quiet area and infant/toddler space in the Parlor are available
for children and families to use during worship. Age-appropriate activity bags are also available.

Worship Participants:
Pastor Rev. Caroline E. Saxton
Organist Barbara Motichka
Deacon in Charge Calvin & Allen Frantz
Lector Harold Collier / Barbara Wissinger
Media Coordinators | Calvin Frantz
Bulletin cover John (tragair57) on Flickr

The Flowers at the Foot of the Cross are given in loving memory of parents and sister Clarence
and Virginia Tarner and Janice Crawford by Mike and Carol Marotte.

St. John’s Vision
We are called to love, to learn, to worship and to witness in Christ
as a congregation that welcomes everyone,
and seeks service that will advance God’s realm on earth.

St. John’s Mission
To grow in love of God and neighbor

Worship Resources: “The Will to Dream” Advent liturgy © 2025 Illustrated Ministry
Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship, edited by Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi

Hallelujah Chorus (From “Messiah”) recording from Leonard Bernstein’s The Joy of
Christmas featuring the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and the New York Philarmonic.




CHRISTMASTIDE

O Come, All Ye Faithful 103
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1. O come, all ye faith-ful, joy - ful and tri- um-phant, O come ye, O

2.  True God of true God, Light from Light E - ter - nal, lo, He
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'WORDS: Latin hymn; attr. to John Francis Wade, ca. 1743; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1841, alt. ADESTE FIDELES
MUSIC: John Francis Wade, ca. 1743 Irregular with refrain
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His Name Is Called Emmanuel
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WORDS: Ken Bible and Tom Fettke, 1998 (Matt. 1:23) LASST UNS ERFREUEN
MUSIC: Geistliche Kirchengesiing, 1623; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906 8.8.8.8.8 with refrain

Words © 1999 Pilot Point Music (Admin. by The Copyright Company)
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Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

CHRISTMASTIDE
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a - mid the cold of win - ter, when half-spent was the night.
she bore to wus a Sav - ior, when half-spent was the night.
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WORDS: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker (st. 1, 2), 1894;
tr. Harriet Krauth Spaeth (st. 3), 1875 (Isa. 11:1)
MUSIC: German carol, 15th cent.; harm. Michael Praetorius, 1609
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Away in a Manger

CHRISTMASTIDE
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WORDS: Anonymous (st. 1, 2), 1885; John Thomas McFarland (st. 3), 1892 (Luke 2:7) CRADLE SONG

MUSIC: William J. Kirkpatrick, 1895

11.11.11.11




GOD THE SON

125

Angels We Have Heard on High
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1. An - gels we have heard on high sweet -ly sing-ing
2. Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee?z Why your joy-ous
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WORDS: Trad. French carol; tr. Crown of Jesus, 1862 (Luke 2:8-16) GLORIA
MUSIC: French carol melody; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937; 7.7.7.7 with refrain

harm. Austin Lovelace, 1964, alt.
Harm. © 1964 Abingdon Press, admin. by The Copyright Company, Nashville, TN 37212




CHRISTMASTIDE

A — r | i
J';; & P } = I I g':-h\ (8]
UOr_ vt =T
\“'—'*-_//ﬂ ri - a in ex-cel-sis De - o!
.:J\\ SO EREE Y 4—J o

ESp=isSSt=
~__ 1 I _ Nl 1

Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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1. An - gels, from the realms of glo -ry, wing your flight er all the earth;
2. Shep-herds, in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3. Sag - es, leave your con-tem-pla-tions, bright-er  vi-sions beam a - far;
4. Saints, be - fore the al - tar bend-ing, watch-ing long in hope and fear,
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seck the great De - sire of na-tions, ye have seen the In-fant’s star:
sud-den -ly the Lord, de-scend-ing, in His tem - ple shall ap - pear:
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WORDS: James Montgomery, 1816, alt. (Luke 2:8-20; Matt. 2:1-12; Mal. 3:1) REGENT SQUARE

MUSIC: Henry T. Smart, 1867

8.7.8.7 with refrain
Lower key, No. 457
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Love Has Come 110
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1 Love has come: a light in  the dark - ness!
2 Love is born! Come, share in the won - der.
3 Love has come and nev - er will leave us!
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Love shines forth in the Beth - le - hem skies. See, all
Love is God now a - sleep in the hay. See the
Love is life ev - er - last-ing and free. Love is
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heav-en has come to pro-claim  it; hear how their song  of
glow in the eyes of his moth - er; what is the name her
Je - sus with - in and a - mong wus. Love is the peace our
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joy a - ris - es: Love! Love! Born un - to  you, a
heart is say - ing? Love! Love! Love is the name she
hearts are seek - ing. Love! Love! Love is the gift of
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Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on  high
whis - pers. Love! Love! Je - sus, Em-man - u - el
Christ-mas. Love! Love!  Praise to you, God on  high!

Here is a chance to sing a familiar French carol tune with new words, the most important clearly being

“Love.” The senses “seen and heard” (as in Acts 4:20 and elsewhere) organize the first two stanzas, while
the third holds the summary statement: “Love is the gift of Christmas.”

TEXT: Ken Bible, 1996
MUSIC: French melody; arr. Eric T. Myers, 2012

Text © 1996 LNWhymns.com (admin. Music Services)
Music Arr. © 2012 Eric T. Myers
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GOD THE SON

102 Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come
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1. Joy to the world! the Lord is

come; let earth re - ceive her King;

2. Joy to the earth! the Sav -ior reigns; let men their songs em - ploy;
3. No more let sins and sor-rows grow, nor thorns in - fest the ground;
4. He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the

na - tions prove
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let ev - ery heart pre - pare Him room,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
He comes to make His  bless - ings flow
the glo - ries of His righ - teous - ness,
D e £ £ D £
e — = e =
r [ I [ r I I I
f) #
*#— lk\j i I — :] a ﬁ ! = f%:* |
S —3—3 33 3 55
and heaven and na - ture sing, and heaven and na - ture
re - peat the sound-ing joy; re - peat the sound-ing
far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
and won-ders of His love, and won-ders of His
1. And heaven and na - ture sing,
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sing, and heaven, and heaven and na - ture  sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of His love.
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WORDS: Isaac Watts, 1719 (Ps. 98:4-9) ANTIOCH
MUSIC: George Frederick Handel; arr. Lowell Mason, 1836 CM with repeat




Silent Night, Holy Night
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1. Si - lentnightt ho - ly night, all is calm, all is bright
2. Si - lentnight, ho - ly night, shep-herds quake at the sight.
3. Si - lentnight, ho - ly nightt Son of God, love’s pure light
4. Si - lentnight, ho - ly night, won-drous star, lend thy light;
Stil - le Nacht, hei - li-ge Nacht! Al - les schlift, ein - sam wacht
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round yon vir gin moth-er and child! Ho -ly In-fantso ten-der and mild,
Glo - ry streams from heav-en a - far, heaven-ly hosts sing “Al - le - lu - ia,

ra - diant beams from Thy ho-ly face, with the dawn of re - deem - ing grace,
with the an gels let us sing Al-le-lu - ia to our King;
das trau - te, hoch - hei - li - ge Paar. Hold-er Kna-be im lock - i - gen Haar,
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sleep in heav-en-ly  peace, sleep in heav-en-ly peace.
Christ the Sav-ior is  born, Christ the Sav -ior is born.”
Je - sus,Lord, at Thy birth, Je - sus,Lord, at Thy birth.
Christ the Sav -ior is  born, Christ the Sav -ior is bormn.
schlaf in himm - li-scher Rul’, schlaf in himm - li-scher Ruh!”
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WORDS: Joseph Mohr, 1818; tr. John Freeman Young (st. 1, 3), 1863; tr. Anonymous (st. 2, 4) STILLE NACHT
MUSIC: Franz Griiber, 1818 Irregular

God’s Peaceable Kingdom

The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion...together,
and a little child shall lead them.

(Isa. 11:6)
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