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From Pastor Caroline

Among the many differences between Christmas and Easter is this: Christmas is always on the
same day; Easter moves around. It’s almost as though we need the reminder that God is
unable to be contained, constantly inviting us to pay attention, on the lookout, as Isaiah the
prophet writes, for the new thing that God is doing. “Do you not perceive it?”

Easter this year is late—among the latest dates that we Protestant Christians celebrate it. We
will join together for several important days this month, beginning with Palm Sunday on April
13, Maundy Thursday on April 17, Good Friday on April 18, and Easter on April 20. [ invite
you to join us for these holy days, to join together in community as we remember and recall
the story of “Wondrous Love”, bearing witness with “Were You There”, and arriving at the joy
of Easter morning with “The Day of Resurrection.”

A full schedule of activities in Holy Week is included on page 23. We hope you’ll join us.

We will once again be celebrating “Holy Humor Sunday” on the first Sunday after Easter, April
27, for it is good to laugh and find joy—knowing that the devil thought that he had won, that
Jesus was dead and gone, and God said “think again.” Bring your best jokes to share; we’ll have
a few provided, too.

But we haven’t gotten there yet. We continue on our Lenten journey, doing our best to hold on
to the truth that “love gets the last word” and that Jesus is indeed the one we follow and it is to
his example that we look. We are Christians; they will know us by our love.

Our special Lenten curriculum “Bread of Life” has helped to remind us of the life-giving, life-
sustaining power of God, and that Jesus feeds us: our bodies and our souls. We are indeed
nourished, nurtured, and given what we need to thrive, not merely survive. Jesus showed us
the way. We are to be his hands and feet in the world. Our Christian faith indeed is to be a
practice, not simply a declaration.

And when we might be overwhelmed by it all, there are a few simple breath prayers that I
invite you to pray, written by the wonderful Sarah Bessey:

Inhale: Show me who to be, Exhale: And what is mine to do.
Inhale: The work that is mine to do, Exhale: [ will be faithful to do.
Inhale: Evil will come to nothing, Exhale: God, your love will endure.

May we be centered and grounded, focused on what matters, sustained by the Holy Spirit.

Beautiful things can and do happen even in times of chaos. Light shines in the darkness.
We are dust and to dust we shall return -remember what the Holy One can do with dust.
In these sacred seasons, let us tell the stories of God’s love, especially the story of Jesus.
Blessed Lenten and Happy Easter to you all!
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Dear St. John’s members and friends:

| know that many of you attended the Susquehanna University Choir concert
back on March 2nd . | have heard many, many positive comments about the
program that many of you really enjoyed. After the concert | wrote a thank you
note to the director, Prof Amy Voorhees, in order to let her know how we all felt
about the concert. The note she returned to me | thought that all of you would
appreciate reading. It goes as follows:

Dear Gary,

Thanks so much for sharing these lovely sentiments. We had such an amazing
experience with you and your community. The kids are still talking about the
fabulous meal and | believe it was by far their favorite concert. Thanks again for
the invitation return and | wish you the very best!

We will come sing for you anytime.

Warmly,

Amy

Amy Voorhees

Director of Choral Activities

Susquehanna University



Lenten Outreach

Encountering Christ Through Lent

Outreach Ministry 2025 Lenten projects

Each year the Outreach Ministry designates three or four recipients of our Lenten First
Fruits. This year there are four groups that we have decided to support.

NETwork Ministries NETwork Ministries is committed to sharing the love of
Christ with those who are most vulnerable in our community. They especially seek to
equip children and young adults with the skills necessary for these four areas of focus:
spiritual growth, academic achievement, life management, and Christian leadership.

Peru Adopt a school program. St John’s association with this program began in 2008
when the Crum’s and Powell’s visited the school on their trip to Peru. All donations go
to

the purchase of school supplies for an elementary school in Yamamoto. We continue
to receive communications in appreciation of our support. (Check out the three “books”
of original artwork made by kids in these schools available at the Welcome Center.)

African Mission Healthcare. This mission is in support of compassionate medical
access and treatment in Kenya and Malawi. It is the Mission with which the Jon and
Amanda Fielder family have served.

The Women Healthcare Initiative Foundation. This organization’s mission: To work
with local governments, religious institutions, NGO’s and local, national and
international stakeholders to empower women and children in Burkina Faso to break
the cycle of poverty through healthcare teaching, formal education with basic technical
skills, and offer solutions to improve the quality and delivery of healthcare. The vision is
a nation where women come together to overcome health disparities in Burkina Faso.

The proceeds of these offerings by the congregation will be evenly divided between
these four programs. Our collection will be during Lent and will end on April 13th,
Palm Sunday. Checks may be made out to St. John’s with Lenten Project in the memo
line. We are very happy to offer this opportunity for local and global outreach in the life
of St John’s UCC.



Focus on Finance — April 2025

Do you know how the church is cleaned and by whom? Probably not! So, let us explain!

When our part-time custodian Wanda Earnest retired in May of 2022, we decided to
contract with a company to clean our nursery school rooms and most heavily-used
church spaces. We have been working with Empowered Cleaning, a woman-owned and
operated company, for the last several years.

There are several rooms in our building that are used less-heavily that still need to be
cleaned. Pastor Caroline reached out to Pastor Julia Brown of Solomon’s UCC, one of our
sister churches, to find out how their building is cleaned. Solomon’s UCC works with the
Lincoln Intermediate Unit (LIU)’s Transition to Work program. Students from the LIU
come with teachers and staff once a week to clean the church. The students gain real-
life, work experience and the church gets cleaned at no cost to the church (other than
cleaning supplies). This approach sounded like a great way for St. John’s to have our
upstairs rooms, hallway, and staircases cleaned. So, Pastor Caroline reached out to the
LIU to see if they would be able to accommodate us. They could and they did! So, on
Monday afternoons a team of students and staff from the LIU come to clean the majority
of rooms on the second floor. We are just beginning this partnership, so we ask for your
patience as we work through the kinks. Overall, this is going incredibly well and
everybody wins! If all goes well, we will look at expanding the rooms being cleaned in
the fall.

Also: you will see that Room 201 has been freshly painted thanks to our friends at
PFLAG. PFLAG has been using our space for their meetings and as a thank you wanted
to do a service project. Pastor Caroline and Renee Byers agreed that it was time for
Room 201 to be refreshed. St. John’s paid for the paint and PFLAG members provided
the labor. Another win-win!

Many thanks are given to Rod and Renee Byers, Deb and Jim Olson, and Jim'’s friend Jeff
for professionally cleaning our kitchen floor! It had been a long time since it looked that
good. Tom Kinton also sanded the butcher block counter top, which is much appreciated
as well.

A new sign built by Tom Kinton and installed with the help of Tom (Echo) Harrison is
now in place in Parking Lot B. We are very glad to have a sturdy sign helping to
advertise events and activities to our neighbors. Thank you, gentlemen!

Finally, word is getting out that St. John’s is a great place to have an event. Several
rooms are being rented out for birthday parties, art classes, etc. If you know of a person
or an organization who is looking for a place to host an event or program, tell them
about St. John’s! We would be delighted to accommodate them, schedule permitting.

-The Finance Task Force
Lisa Fair, Scot Orndorft, Jerry Thomason, and Pastor Caroline
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St. John’s Nursery School

Spring has sprung! Our Nursery School students and teachers are SO thankful to be able
to go play outside and enjoy this beautiful weather!

The Nursery School had quite a busy March. We started the month by collecting donations
for the Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter. Thank you so much for all of your donations! We
also thank the youth of St. John’s for supporting us in this project. They made collection boxes
for the entrances and delivered the donations to the shelter!

We also held a school-wide reading initiative and celebrated our love of reading with an ice
cream party! Children read throughout the month of March and recorded the names of the
books they read on circles, which were collected and displayed outside of their classrooms.

The Nursery School held its annual Smith’s Chicken BBQ Fundraiser on March 22 Thank you
to everyone who purchased a ticket. It was a great success!! A huge THANK YOU also goes to
the Nursery School Ministry and Staff (as well as their families) for helping to prepare the
meals. It is definitely a team effort!

We look forward to celebrating Easter later this month. Our amazing Room Parents are
planning fun classroom parties, with themed crafts, games, snacks, and an Easter egg
hunt. The Easter Bunny will also be hopping in with a special treat for each child!

Registration for the 2025-2026 school year is well on its way! We are currently 73% full. If
you are interested in registering your child in one of our preschool programs, or know
someone who is, please contact the nursery school office at 717-264-8224 or visit
www.sjucc1811.org for a registration form. Once you are on the website please click on
Nursery School at the top of the page and you will find all of the information needed to
complete the registration process.

Wishing you a blessed and joyous Easter!
Kari Rock, Director 6
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Church Office Hours:

Monday - Friday
9:00am - 3:00pm

Office will be closed for Easter
Monday April 21

Office Administrator: Tonya Schwartz
Church office # (717) 263-8593



What’s the scoop on Card Showers?

You may not be aware that scheduled birthday card showers
for milestone birthdays start at age 90 and are suggested to
our church family through e-blasts. And on occasion we
receive a request for a card shower at other times such as
significant anniversary milestones, birthdays or thinking of you!

If you would like to suggest a card shower for a friend, loved
one, someone who is sick or to show we care, please contact
the church office at least one week in advance of the desired
date and provide the details. We love card showers! And we
think the recipients do too!

Your Friends on Called to Care!




INTERESTED IN JOINING
ol JOEIN"S BICIC?

PLEASE SPEAK WITH OR CONTACT
PASTOR CAROLINE IF INTERESTED

NO MATTER WHO YOU
ARE OR WHERE YOU ARE
ON LIFE'S JOURNEY,
YOU ARE WELCOME
HERE

NEW MEMBERS' CLASSES WILL BE
SCHEDULED TO SUIT THE GROUP

A MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY DATE WILL BE
SELECTED FOR SPRING 2025



Another Tom Kinton Special Project!

The new robust and well-anchored Parking Lot B sign is
the work of Tom K’s outstanding craftsmanship.
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Thank you

to our friends at PFLAG
for painting room 201!



Make a Suncatcher!

Craft night e
Monday April 14 dread by Chani, !

$15 - S(usan and Tena

6 pm in room 202 {- 4

Sign up by Ap. 13
at Welcome Center
or Church Office

Saturday, April 19, 2025
9amtollam

Donations accepted (suggested $8)
Proceeds will be used to support SCCAP
Children’s Egg Hunt at 10 am

Use Parking Lot B for Fellowship Hall
St. John’s United Church of Christ
1811 Lincoln Way E., Chambersburg PA
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Future Together
Progress Report

As we wait for spring to arrive, we continue the progress on our work together into the
future. You will note that several of these activities overlap in different areas of our
Strategic Plan. We hope this “progress report” helps everyone to see how we are living
into our St. John’s UCC Future Together Strategic Plan.

SPIRITUAL DEEPENING

« Pastor Caroline is leading a weekly study on Martin B. Copenhaver’s “Jesus is the
Question: The 307 Question Jesus Asked and the 3 He Answered” on Mondays at
1:30 pm in Conference Room 111. The study will continue in April. A new book
study will be selected and begin after Easter.

e A new Bible Study on the book of Daniel is held on Sunday evenings at 8 pm via
Zoom. The link to join is included in the weekly e-blast.

o Worship opportunities with our Conococheague Mission Cooperative (CMC)
partners will continue with shared Wednesday night Lenten services at 7 pm. For
more information, including locations and preachers, please see page 22.

o The Wired Word class meets Sundays at 8:45 am in room 116. Email Harold
Collier to join the mailing list to receive material in advance.

« Diana Kongkeattikul writes a weekly devotional for our website. An opt-in email list
is available via the office if you'd like to receive her reflection directly in your inbox.

ENERGIZE PARTICIPATION

o St. John’s elected the members of our Council at the Annual Meeting on Sunday,
February 9. The Council organized and had their first meeting on February 26 and
will continue to meet the 4th Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm.

e The Susquehanna University Choir presented a wonderful concert on March 2. We
were also very blessed to have them sing at our 10 am worship service.

e The Pork and Sauerkraut Dinner was a great success. Many volunteers shared the
work and served over 130 dinners.

e A community pancake breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt is planned for April 19th.
o We started using the pickleball court in Fellowship Hall in March as a pilot program.
. Dance classes started on March 21 and’continue throughout April and May.

e A Mother’s Day Ball is planned for May 9.



CONGREGATIONAL CARE

The prayer chain is a wonderful way that we can be involved in praying with and for
one another. Prayer requests can also be emailed or texted to Pastor Caroline. To
join the prayer chain, please contact the church office.

Thank you for your patience with the process of putting together the new pictorial
directory. If you have not yet submitted a photo, or would like to have one taken
professionally, please contact the church office.

A new opportunity called “Life Talks” is offered after worship in the parlor. Many
thanks to Judy Hodges for suggesting this informal opportunity to gather together.

Volunteers are needed to help with Children’s Corner. Special curriculum aligning
with the “Bread of Life” theme will be provided in Lent. Contact Roxanne to sign up.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Our “Springtime in Paris” Tea will be held on Saturday, May 3, 2025. Join our tea
email list for early access to tickets. Tickets will go on sale to the public on April 1.

The Wired Word Church School class is exploring other ways that SJUCC can be
involved in the wider community. We build community as we serve the community.

Ben Raber of NETwork Ministries came to the Wired Word Adult Church School
class on March 16. We look forward to more ways to partner together.

ONA Ministry hosted a film screening of the documentary “Join or Die” on March
23. The film focuses on the importance of community connections.

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILTY

A community art class is now renting space at St. John’s on Mondays (room 116).
Additional instructors have expressed interest as well in using our space.

Check out our new doors on page 11! Grant monies made these needed upgrades
possible. Plus: 40 chairs with arms are located throughout the building (primarily in
the Sanctuary and choir room). Ghostwriter, LLC continues to help us with grants.

Our new dishwasher debuted at the Pork and Sauerkraut Dinner to rave reviews!

Invitational Ministry ordered a griddle to fit onto our current ovens that will expand
our kitchen usage. We look forward to using it at the Pancake Breakfast on April 19.

Online giving and other giving opportuniiies are regularly advertised. A QR code is
placed in our publications. Finance-related articles are included in every Spirit.



Formation of Missional Standing Committees

Community Engagement: The Community Engagement Committee is responsible for building
relationships and maintaining engagement with our community, overseeing outreach to our
local and global communities, and partnering with other churches and organizations as we
remain faithful to our mission to grow in love of God and neighbor.

As we live into our new structure, we seek to highlight the Missional Standing Committees
with their purpose and focus, as well as how the Committee is being formed from existing
groups and teams.

The Community Engagement Standing Committee met on March 10 to coordinate many of the
events already in progress and planned for 2025. Members of Invitational Ministry, ONA, and
Outreach came together to start defining our efforts in our new structure. Many events are
planned for April, May, and June, along with yearly recurring events.

Thank you to everyone who helped make our Pork and Sauerkraut Dinner a success. We raised
over $1500 for the church.

Other March events include: Dance classes, NETwork Ministries presentation, and the Sticky
Bun sale to support St. John’s Camp.

April events will include: April 19 Pancake Breakfast and Egg Hunt for the neighborhood and
wider community, plus an Easter Sunday Egg Hunt planned by Children and Youth Ministry

Lenten Projects this year are: Peru Sponsor a School, African Mission Health Care, NETwork
Ministries, and Women’s Health Care Initiative Foundation (Women in Burkina Faso).

The First Fruits gathered each month are in addition to the budgeted benevolence giving and
the special Lenten Projects collected during Lent (this year, March and April).

As we continue to expand our Community Engagement, we encourage those interested to join
us. Please contact anyone from the ONA, Outreach, or Invitational Ministry team. Members
include: Jim Boyer, John Bryner, Peg Bryner, Renee Byers, Harold Collier, Susan Collier, Emily
Hoger, Mark Hoger, Tom (Echo) Harrison, Aaron Hartman, Neath Ham, Tena Keeney, Heidi
Ramos, Courtney Robertson, Jerry Thomason, Chani Wolfe, and Pastor Caroline.

Congregational Care: The Congregational Care Committee works to nurture and promote a

loving and caring culture to ensure a healthy and supportive congregation and live into our
vision as a Christian church.

This missional standing committee will be meeting in April to build the team that will form this
committee. Please, if you have an interest in helping our efforts in this area, contact Pastor
Caroline or a Council member (listed on page 35).



Council (7 members):
Moderator (1)

| Past Moderator (1)
| Moderator-Elect (1)
| Member-At-Large (4)

| Standing Committees |

J V
o =1

| As Needed H Ongoing H HAsNeededj

=

Ongoing

Short-term
| | task forces
| asgoals& |
Congregational | projects
Care - arise

[Fope 3 Safe Church

5 TEg s A |

H . Community

| Engagement

Pastoral Relations
Personnel

Facilities
Management

Spiritual Life

Nursery School**

Finance
Treasurer®
Asst. Treasurer*

Camp**

| *One of these attend with financial report to Council meetings, although not a Council member
v ** Have responsibility for administration or oversight of their missional program

We are working hard to establish our missional standing committees, as named in
our Bylaws: Community Engagement, Congregational Care, and Spiritual Life. You
can learn more about the progress we are making on page 14 and see how all of
this fits together in our new structure above. There is a place for everyone in the
life of our church!
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APRIL 21, 2025 | 6:30 PM

BIBLE & A BEER

, Theological conversations
ildoefy Rich discussion
Powerful testimony

Join us at 6:30 pm at
The Trojan Diner & Sports Bar!
1121 Lincoln Way E
Chambersburg, PA 17201

Bring your questions,
Invite your friends!



]o 1 us for

Saturdaj( nght Worshlp

This servzce is deszghed to provide rqlaxe informal, /. /
mtzmate atmosphere forworship ind /;owshlp / |
Th(s famlly friendly worship service mcludes communwn
| and actzvmes for chlldren

Apml 12, 2.025,

5100 pm ’

St. John's UCE~
1811 LWE
Chambersburg, PA17202




To purchase tickets or a table,
please call (717) 263-8593

Tickets are $30, cash or check
Tickets available starting Tuesday, April 1

: St. John's UCC
PN e P Fellowship Hall

ey W7 .
e b ‘h:;:r 3 Use P_arkmg Lot B
ST ¥4 1811 Lincoln Way East
Chambersburg, PA 17202
Tea includes: soup, salad, savories,

scones, sweets, and endless pots of tea
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Sunday Night Bible Study

Join Pastor Caroline on Sunday nights
at 8 pm on Zoom for
Bible Study on the book of Daniel!

Check out News in the Pews & E-blast
for each week's reading assignment.
We encourage looking at a variety of translations;
Pastor Caroline is using the Common English Bible (CEB).

Zoom Information:
Meeting ID 836 0593 5961
Passcode 277938

Join Pastor Caroline for a group
discussion of “Jesus is the
Question: The 307 Questions Jesus
Asked and the 3 He Answered” by
Martin B. Copenhaver. We meet on
Mondays at 1:30 pm in Conference
Room 111.

Check out News in the Pews for

each week’s reading assignment. MARTIN B.

E . 4 GOPENHAVER
veryone is welcome. Don’t forget -

to bring your questions!
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St. John’s Camp News

2025 Summer Camps — This summer there will be a Weekend
Adventure for grades 6,7,& 8+ June 20-22. Camp Kum-Ba-Yah, a day
camp, with one overnight option for grades 3,4,& 5 and Camp Noah, also
a day camp, for grades K,1,& 2 will both run June 23-27.

Any registrations paid in full by June 1 will receive a $25 discount.

Dates, details, and the registration form are on the church website for our
2025 camp season. Please, share this information about our lovely camp
with your friends and family. Sign up children, grandchildren and friends
to come to camp. Rent the camp for casual events and encourage others
to rent our beautiful camp. There is nothing more calming and uplifting
than spending time outdoors at St. John’s Camp!

“Life’s Learning” presenters, counselors, and lunch time helpers will be
needed to operate the camp program. If you are available June 23-27 to
help with camp for a day or more, please contact Mary Lee Yaukey
(mlyaukey@comcast.net) or Renee Byers (rbyers@comcast.net).
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St John’s Church [/

Ballroom Dancing
Starts Thursday March 20

“Learn to Dance and use it forever”

(A

* Beginners Class 6:00-7:00. (Swing, Tango, Cha Cha, Foxtrot.)

* Second Timers Class 7:00-8:00 (Swing Triple Step, Bachata, Waltz, Rumba,
Enhanced Cha Cha, Two Step)

* Dates: Thursdays March 20, Mar. 27, Ap. 3, Friday Ap. 11, Thursdays April
24, and May 1.

« Contact: Frank Hancock at fhancock@comcast.net (717-241-4483) or
Harold Collier hcollier@comcast.net to sign up.

St. John’s United Church of Christ—1811 Lincoln Way East, Chambersburg, PA 17202.
Use Parking Lot B for Fellowship Hall

Feel (zood Yoga

at St. John's with Sue Collier
Tuesdays, 5:30 PM

Room 202

$5.00

0EnNerIes OF ree| Good Yoy

St. John's United Church of Christ, 181 1 Lincoln Way East, Chambersburg. Use Farking Lot B.
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Conococheague Mission
Caerat:ve Midweek Lenten
Worshlp Services

LENTEN WORSHIP THROUGH THE SENSES
ALL SERVICES HELD AT 7 PM

e Wednesday, March 12, St. John’s UCC,
Pastor Bill Smith preaching

e Wednesday, March 19, Quincy UMC,
Pastor Caroline Saxton preaching

e Wednesday, March 26, Calvary UMC,
CLM Loretta McClure preaching

e Wednesday, April 2, Scotland
Fellowship Church, Pastor
Christopher Frye preaching &

e Wednesday, April 9, St. Luke Luthet:ft;‘-'_"-
Church, Pastor Robin Baer preuehmg

SIGHT, HEARING, SCENT, TOUCH. TAS 1C:
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guu're invited to celebrate

15

t St. John's United Church of Christ

MAUNDY TRURSDAY

7:00 SERVICE OF TENEGRAE
with ROLY COMMUNI0N
FELLOWSHIF RALL

GOO0D FRIDAY

12:00 PM UNITED CRURCRES 0F
CRAMBERSBLURG AREA (LICCA)
COMMUNITY WORSHIF SERVILE @
CENTRAL PRESBUTERIAN CRURCA
EASTER SUNDALY
9:00 AM EASTER EGG RUNT
10:00 AM WORSKIP WITH
ROLY COMMTUNI0N
{ou are invited gou to join us for
oty Week and Easter services at
our church. experience the passion,

death, and resurrection of jesus
through song, prager, and reflection.
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AN EVENING OF BALLROOM DANCE

CELEBRATING MOTHER'S DAY .
Presented by

Discover Dance Works (501c3)

Uniting the Community through Dance, Music, Theatre, Art, Culture
“Dance should not be reserved for certain kinds of people. Everyone is a dancer.” Charlotte Faillard.

Friday, May 9" 2025
All your favorite
ballroom dances
6pm - gpm
Swing, Tango, Cha Cha,
Waltz, Foxtrot, Rumba,
Salsa, Line Dances.
In association with

Danza Antiqua
St John’s UCC, 1181 Lincoln Way
East, Chambersburg, PA.

Pleasure of this Dance?

Tickets are $10.00 per person and represent a donation to help
us provide further dance opportunities in our community.

Pay at the door
For more information call/txt 717-414-1166

Or email : DiscoverDance Worksi@gmail.com
Copyright Danza Antiqua 2025. All rights reserved.
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We are excited that our members -- Heidi Ramos and Muneath Ham -- are going to
become proud homeowners of a Habitat for Humanity house in mid April. This has
been a collaborative effort by Menno Haven and Habitat for Humanity, (“Menno Haven
Hope House”) and much support by St. John's and its members to this proud moment
for Heidi and Neath.

As the time draws near for the home dedication and the move- in, there are still some
ways we can continue to support them:

If you are downsizing and/or wishing to clear some things from your environ, here are
some things still needed:

Lawn/Garden tools (rake, mower, shovel, leaf blower, good hose, or anything for
outdoors),

Two (2) dressers that are either long or tall
Step ladder, and ladder.

Should you wish to just present a house-warming gift to Heidi and Neath, you can go
to:

Registries at Amazon.com or Target.com

We continue to wish Heidi and Neath much joy and pride as they enter this exciting
phase of their lives. Should you wish to communicate about any of the above, please
feel free to contact Heidi and Neath. Their contact information can be found in the most
recent church directory (November 2024).
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THE CARING CORNER---
WHAT HAPPENED TO CARING COOKS?

People who Care and Cook are still around! What is missing is the
volunteer who used to coordinate meals for us. Our Caring Cook coordinator
had to ‘retire’ from this

position for a variety of reasons. We observed that
over the past several years, there were several
instances where a variety of members and friends of
the congregation would put together a ‘meal train.’
These people knew of a need and then reached out
' to others who might know the person or be
interested in cooking, and they created a schedule
for the meals and it worked—it worked well! We
decided this was a good approach for us to take for the future.

If you are aware of someone who could use some temporary help with a few
meals because of recent surgery, living alone, loss of a loved one, or other
circumstances, we encourage to call that person and make sure they are
interested and check on any dietary issues. Then ask folks you know who might
help and put the schedule together. And the beautiful thing is, no one has to do
this very often, there are no meetings--just emails and phone calls. Typically
support is for a few weeks. If it is longer term, other options such as Meals on
Wheels might work better.

Recently | had the opportunity to try this for Mindy Orndorff after her knee
replacement surgery. | asked some of the Sunday School leaders and some of
the Called to Care folks if they would have an interest in helping. Mindy
indicated that support for two meals a week for three weeks would be very
helpful. Chani, Roxanne, Mary Moyer, and | provided the support.

And of course, there is always the option of sharing something you made with
someone you think would benefit without organizing a meal train. This is really a
wonderful way to show you care.

If you have questions about this approach, please reach out to me. I'll do my
best to answer your questions and get you started.

Thank you!
Connie Morrill-Hair
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Prayer Shawl Ministry

For close to 20 years, various members of St.
John’s Church have been

creating prayer shawls (either by knitting or
crocheting). The completed shawls are blessed at
services throughout the year, and they are given
to homebound members, those facing health
issues in the hospital or at home, and those who
are grieving a loss. Although we don’t have a

| formal meeting, new shawls are always welcome.
‘| Please contact Aaron Hartman at (717) 966-9132
-y if you are interested in creating a shawl or know
.’y someone who can benefit from this

Jl ministry.

About the prayer shawl dimensions and colors: Colors are up to the donor.
Shawls have been made in a wide variety of colors and patterns and each one
is beautiful. In order that the shawl! will be used by the recipient comfortably,
shawls should be 18 to 22 inches wide and at least 54 inches long. A sample
with suggested pattern can be found in the drawers labeled prayer shawls
located in the hallway in front of the church office.
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I _LUNCHIEON
Eight St. John’s ladies first visit to the China House on
Wednesday, March 11, was very pleasant. The décor was
attractive; the service; friendly; the food tasty. A card was
prepared for Nina Widmann. Pastor Caroline offered our
grace.

We celebrated the coming of Spring by each naming a flower
she will be happy to see blooming soon. No two

answers were the same - daffodil, forget-me-nots, hyacinth,
iris, marigold, sunflower, tulip, and winter aconite. Next we
answered some trivia questions about St. Patrick’s Day. Do
you know what the three leaves of a shamrock symbolize? Do
you know occupation leprechauns work to earn their gold?

The group will meet on Wednesday April 9, at 11:30am in the
same strip mall on Gateway Boulevard at Fiesta Maya for a
Mexican lunch. Please RSVP to Bev Peters to indicate if
you will be joining the group.

MENS BREAKFAST

We will be meeting Thursday, April 3 at 7am
at Texas Lunch (108 LWW, Chambersburg, PA).

We look forward to seeing any and all for
April’s Breakfast.
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APBIL BIBTHDAYS

04/03 Jayla Marie Wheeler 04/13 David Frantz
04/04 Mabel Perry 04/15 Katie Boyer
04/06 Diana Kongkeattikul 04/20 Nancy Gaal
04/08 Sharon Mayer 04/23 Elijah Herbert
04/09 Beverly Peters 04/26 Harold Collier
04/10 Diane Bigler 04/30 Ruth Bard

04/11 Doris Miller 04/30 Heather Rensch

Y/

H
Y’ BI R%ﬁ%obAY
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Please keep these youth,
\- away at college, in your
thoughts and prayers.

N
______——

You can request their school
mailing address from their

éa parents to send them some
e “snail mail” and let them

know they are not forgotten.

Our current college student
members include: Luke Herbert, We are cheering them on,

McKenna Mooshian, Alexis especially as finals approach.
Reichelderfer, and Colton Wadel.

Church and Camp Spring Clean Up

Church Clean Up: Saturday, April 12, 8 am- Noon

Camp Clean Up: Saturday, April 26, 8 am ,J‘\Ioon

or a ne
R
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We are now taking orders for Easter tulips to decorate the Sanctuary for the Easter
Sunday Service.

If you would like to donate a tulip, please complete the form and return it to the
church office by Monday, April 7, 2025. Cost - $15.00 each

Donor’s name:

(as it will appear in the bulletin insert)

| would like to order Tulips to be placed:

In memory of:

In honor of:

To the Glory of God

** Thank you for your support. Please arrange for your flowers to be picked
up.

Please include your payment with this form and return it to the church office by
Monday, April 7, 2025. Make checks payable to St. John’s UCC.
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April Youth News

April 7 Church School 8:45

12 Delivery of Supplies to Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter 10:15 pm
13 Church School 8:45

20 No Church School

Easter Egg Hunt 9:15 Playground entrance (weather permitting)

No Children’s Corner

27 Church School 8:45

Children’s Corner is offered every Sunday during Worship

Save the Date
VBS

N Cokeuny Kids

July 20-July 24, 2025

. x,
UAD Tnlp Jr. Helpers Welcome 12-18 yrs.

3 ONTHEGOWITHGOD 9

Work dates June 29 and July 13 th after
Worship
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« Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter

The Youth will be once again helping the Nursery School with their collection of
items for the CVAS by delivering them to the shelter on Saturday, April 12th . We will
meet at the church to load then proceed to the shelter at 10:15. Of course, we will
visit with the animals if permitted!!! Then we’ll have a pizza at Caretti’s!

No charge and service hours are earned on this project.

Contact Roxanne if you can attend.

Service Hours w

Whenever the youth have a fun activity scheduled you will see the

comment that service hours may be applied. For our newer families an
explanation is offered, as many of your students may have already earned some
that you are not aware of.

Youth have a fundraiser account which students can draw from. An hour of
service is awarded $5 to be used on these scheduled activities. Service is earned
by helping with things like VBS workdays, helping with camp, dinners like Pork
and Sauerkraut, mission projects like Heifer International, Grooming kits for CWS
and CVAS donations set up. Often these are done during Children’s Corner. A

spreadsheet of service hours is kept and may be viewed at any time.

Thank you to all who helped teach our youth about giving and sharing our wealth.

-Roxanne Davenport
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Ministry Chairs
Want to serve
2024-2025 on a Ministry?

Called to Care— Connie Morrill-Hair

Camp—MaryLee Yaukey These Ministry teams

Children & Youth Ministry— Roxanne Davenport | would welcome you &

|
Facilities Ministry—7om Harrison your talents!

Fellowship—Sue McMurtray

Finance—Scot Orndorff Speak to them or Pastor
Caroline today to be a part

Invitational Ministry—=Susan Collier T
of these ministries.

Library—MarylLee Yaukey

Nursery School—Linda Zeger

Open and Affirming— N. Aaron Hartman/Mark and Emily Hoger
Outreach—7'BD

Prayer Shawl Ministry — N. Aaron Hartman

Public Relations— 7'BD

Safe Church Compliance—Safe Church Compliance Steward, Sarah Herbert
Safe Church Response—Safe Church Compliance Steward, Sarah Herbert
Safety and Security—7om Kinton

Technology and Media Ministry— Calvin Frantz

Worship/Music Ministry— Gary Crum
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2025 COUNCIL

Moderator Team

Tom Harrison, Past Moderator

Harold Collier, Moderator

Diana Kongkeattikul, Moderator Elect

At Large Members

Jill Miller

Dale Myers

Heidi Ramos

Eileen Shaffer, Secretary

Additional Non-Council Positions

Scot Orndorff, Treasurer

Jerry Thomason, Assistant Treasurer

Dick Rebok, Authorized Check Signatory

Sarah Myers, Head Deacon

Dwight Sollenberger, Head Elder

Sarah Herbert, Safe Church Compliance Steward

Pastor

The Rev. Caroline E. Saxton
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Sunday Worship will be at 10 am
(Offered In-Person and on YouTube)

Communion Dates:

Saturday, April 12, 5 pm, Fellowship Hall

Easter Sunday, April 20, 10 am, Sanctuary & Livestreamed
Sunday, May 4, 10 am, Sanctuary & Livestreamed

Saturday, May 10, 5 pm, Fellowship Hall

St. John’s United Church of Christ

ke | 1811 Lincoln Way East
g Chambersburg, PA 17202

_‘ Phone: 717-263-8593 Fax: 717-263-9010

Website: www.sjuccl811.org

Office Hours: Mon — Fri from 9 AM — 3 PM
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