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From	Pastor	Caroline We are smack-dab in the middle of winter and spring feels a long way off. I’m grateful for a warm and safe place to live, with plenty of blankets and my two kitties Leah and Naomi to curl up with. We remember those who are not so warm or safe, and we not only pray for them, but donate to efforts to help our neighbors near and far (Winter Warmth Drive).  We are also in the midst of the liturgical season of Epiphany, which is squeezed in between the Advent/Christmas and Lent/Easter seasons. What is the Epiphany season, really? It  celebrates the revelation of Jesus Christ to the world, for “epiphany” means “to manifest” or “to be visible.” The stories we read in Epiphany are all about encountering and seeing Jesus: the visit of the Magi, his baptism in the Jordan River, turning water into wine, his ϐirst public sermon, not being accepted in his hometown, calling the disciples to be ϐishers of people, blessings on the poor and woes on the rich, and teachings to love our enemies. These seven Sundays offer us insight and invitation into our walk with Jesus as the Christ. As we encounter these stories, listen for how God is still speaking and remember that change is expected, for God isn’t done with us yet.  I’ve been focusing on my word for the year a lot lately, trying to do more praying. Trying to be intentional in my practice to “pray more and worry less.” Some days, that is easier to do than others. Sarah Bessey writes, “When everything feels uncertain, I ϐind that’s when I most need to remember what is true and good, not in spite of the storm but particularly in	the	midst	of it.” She invites her online community to “share the good words that are keeping your head up right now. What are the good words for hard times that are keeping you hopeful, focused, comforted, or even just steady right now?” I’m sitting with that invitation, and I offer it to you, so that together, one small ϐlame at a time, we build the light. And with that light, we build our resilience, our courage, and our hope.  In the spirit of transition and transformation, we give thanks for what has been and served us well as we look forward to the new opportunities and possibilities that lie before us. We passed a new governance structure in November and will hold our ϐirst congregational  meeting to elect the members of the Council on Sunday,	February	9,	following worship. A light luncheon will be provided in room 116 and the meeting will be facilitated with the help of technology, making a Zoom option more accessible for those wishing to participate  virtually. A “snow date” of Sunday, February 16, has been set if needed. We ask God for  inspiration and imagination as we work toward implementation and living out our mission and ministry, continuing to grow in love of God and neighbor.  I want to thank the members of the Personnel Committee (Dale Myers, chair; Connie Kaiser, John Campbell, and Harold Collier) for their efforts to ϐill the ofϐice administrator position. The ofϐice volunteers who have stepped up in this time while our stafϐing is in ϐlux are greatly  appreciated, especially Sandy Krediet, Barbara Petroff, Renee Byers, Tena Keeney, and Nancy Rebok. We are truly blessed by these people giving of their time and talent!  Let us trust in God’s power for life, in the love of Jesus Christ, and the sustaining power of the Holy Spirit, being the body of Christ and being the church. 
Peace,	Pastor	Caroline 
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WONDERFUL	WORDS	OF	LIFE 
 After about 150 years, this hymn “Wonderful Words of Life” continues to resonate deep into the hearts of Christ followers around the world.   Philip Paul Bliss continued a way to describe the scriptures with great simplicity. Dwight L. Moody has an amazing history of moving and investing in   people’s lives.  One of those individuals was Philip P. Bliss who wrote the words and music to “Wonderful Words of Life.”  Moody wrote in his  estimation, that Bliss was the most highly honored of God of any men of his time as a writer and singer of Gospel songs.  Philip Bliss was a  Pennsylvania farm boy whose musical training and schooling were  minimal.  His father loved to sing aloud, leaving Bliss wanting to whistle these melodies.  Bliss never heard a piano until he was 10 years old. Bliss wrote “Wonderful Words of Life” in 1874.  It ϐirst appeared in a Sunday School paper which Bliss helped to produce and it was used in Sunday School and Gospel Meetings.  He composed many songs during his short life.  He and his wife were both killed in a train accident in 1874 the same year he wrote “Wonderful Words of Life.” -Gary Crum       
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February First Fruits will be for “Sponsor A Camper.”  
Every child should have an opportunity to enjoy a fun time 
at summer camp. With this in mind, St. JohnÕs offers      
financial aid to youth and their families who need  
assistance with the cost to attend St. JohnÕs Camp. Your 
donation helps to provide a camp experience for a child 
from our community who is financially unable to attend 
camp.  Thank you for your donation! 
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St. John’s Nursery School 
The school year is just flying by!  We are continuously amazed at the growth and    
confidence we see in all of the children.  

We look forward to celebrating Valentine’s Day this month.  Our room parents will be 
planning and spending a day doing Valentine-themed crafts, games, snacks, and 
passing out valentines.  It is an enjoyable day for parents and children and we         
appreciate the time our parent volunteers put into these celebrations.   

February is also Dental Health Month.  We will have Dr. James Barra visit our      
classrooms to help us learn how to keep our teeth healthy.  We thank him so much for 
spending time with us! 

Nursery School registration for the 2025-2026 school year will begin for current  
Nursery School and Church families on February 17th.  Registration paperwork will be 
available on the Church website as well as in the Nursery School hallway.              
Registration will open to the public on March 3rd.  

St. John’s Nursery School is having a restaurant fundraiser on February 4th          
11am - 11pm at Primanti Bros. in Chambersburg.  Just show our fundraising flyer at 
the restaurant or enter the code DINE2DONATE online, and our school will receive 
10% of the sales!  Flyers will be available in the Church office.  Thanks for your      
support! 

I pray that everyone is doing well and that you are staying warm!  

Kari Rock 
Nursery School Director 
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Church Office Hours:  
Monday - Friday 9am to 3pm  

 

Church office # (717) 263-8593 
 

The Personnel Committee is working hard to 
fill the Office Administrator position. 

Volunteers are needed to help in the interim 
period. Please contact Pastor Caroline if 

you’re willing to assist in the office. 
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As we enter into 2025, we continue the progress on our work together into the future. 
You will note that several of these activities overlap in different areas of our Strategic 
Plan. We hope this “progress report” helps everyone to see how we are living into our 
St. John’s UCC Future Together Strategic Plan. 

SPIRITUAL DEEPENING 

· Pastor Caroline is leading a weekly study on Martin B. Copenhaver’s “Jesus is the 
Question: The 307 Question Jesus Asked and the 3 He Answered” on Mondays at 
1:30 pm in Conference Room 111. The study continues throughout February. 

· Worship opportunities with our Conocheague Mission Cooperative (CMC) partners 
will continue with shared midweek Lenten services in March (each church will host 
their own Ash Wednesday worship). Our service will be held at 6:30 pm. 

· The Wired Word class meets Sundays at 8:45 am in room 116. Email Harold  
Collier to join the mailing list to receive material in advance. 

· Our prayer jar ministry has a designated prayer center in the lobby. There are three 
jars: one for joys, one for concerns, and one for gratitude. Won’t you pray with us? 

· Diana Kongkeattikul writes a weekly devotional for our website. An opt-in email list 
is available via the office if you’d like to receive her reflection directly in your inbox. 

ENERGIZE PARTICIPATION 

· Our spring Congregational Meeting living into our new governance structure will be 
held after worship on Sunday, February 9 (snow date of February 16). We will 
share lunch together before holding this hybrid meeting (Zoom and in-person).  

· Save the Date for the Susquehanna University Choir in concert at St. John’s on 
Sunday, March 2, at 3 pm. The choir will also sing at our morning worship at 10 am. 

· Amistad Praise Band looks forward to extending their ministry in the community. 
Their next event will be Sunday, February 16, at Providence Place.  

· Pork and Sauerkraut Dinner will be Tuesday, March 4. More details can be found 
on page 10.  
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 CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

· The prayer chain is a wonderful way that we can be involved in praying with and for 
one another. Prayer requests can be emailed or texted to Pastor Caroline. To join 
the prayer chain, please contact the church office.  

· There is still time to participate in the new pictorial directory. Please make sure to 
update your contact information if anything has changed. 

· A new opportunity to share life with one another is now offered after worship. Many 
thanks to Judy Hodges for suggesting this informal opportunity to gather together. 

· Children’s Corner is offered each Sunday. Volunteers are needed! Contact 
Roxanne Davenport to be added to the schedule. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

· Our Spring Tea will be held on Saturday, May 3, 2025. Save the date now!  

· The Wired Word Church School class is exploring other ways that SJUCC can be 
involved in the wider community. We build community as we serve the community. 

· The 2025 Book Sale benefiting Habitat for Humanity will be October 24, 25, and 26. 
Donations will be accepted beginning in September. 

· St. John’s is participating in the United Way Winter Warmth Drive (see page 5). 
Thank you for your generous support of these efforts to care for our neighbors. 
Pastor Caroline will be joining the Board of United Way in January 2025.  

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILTY 

· A community art class is now renting space at St. John’s on Mondays (room 116).  

· Ghostwriter, LLC continues their work to apply for grants on St. John’s behalf. New 
doors purchased with grant monies are expected to arrive soon. 40 chairs with 
arms to increase our accessibility have been purchased with grant monies as well.  

· “Operation Dishwasher” has been a significant success! We are planning for the 
new equipment to arrive in time for the Pork and Sauerkraut Dinner on March 4. 

· Online giving and other giving opportunities are regularly advertised. A QR code is 
placed in our publications. Finance-related articles are included in every Spirit. 

· Thank you for your support of special mission offerings, general fund gifts, and so 
many other projects!  
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We look forward to our annual Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner on  
Tuesday, March 4. We need YOUR help to make this a successful 
event. To volunteer, please contact Harold or Susan Collier.  
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Bible and a beer 
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Saturday night worship  
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Mr. Lee Powell would like to thank the members of St. John’s UCC for all the various 
forms of well wishes during his recent hospital stay.  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

WOW!... That was our reaction when we saw how many boxes of food you donated to 
us. With our client list increasing (now about 150 families), the price of foods continuing 
to stay high and the reduction of foods available from the state, we strive every month to 
provide a complete “market basket” to every family. Your generous donation has really 
helped. Thank you so much. 

We wish all of you a blessed and prosperous New Year. 

Patricia Dougal 
Food Pantry Staff 
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One Great Hour of Sharing® stands as a cornerstone of the United Church of 
Christ's special mission offerings. This initiative provides vital support for disaster 
relief, refugee care, and development work through Love of Neighbor ministries. 

The UCC is committed to long-term recovery efforts in places that have suffered a 
natural disaster, such as the floods in North Carolina and the fires in California. 

While funds are often collected by churches during the season of Lent,  
contributions to this offering are welcome year-round. Simply designate “OGHS” 
or “One Great Hour of Sharing” on your offering envelope or check.  

Thank you for your support of UCC wider church ministries! 
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St. John’s Camp News 
 

Camp Ministry members have been working on the camp website, camp-based activities, 
events and the summer camp program.  Our beautiful camp is the perfect place to gather, 
learn about nature, relax and get closer to God. Have you considered renting the camp for a 
day, a weekend or a week? Camp is the perfect place to gather with friends, team build with 
a group, enjoy a family reunion, walk the labyrinth in the woods, or hold a meaningful retreat. 
Please, take a look at the Camp Rental tab on the church website for information and prices 
and then share with your family and friends.  

Upcoming Camp events: 
 

Camp Sunday is February 16. Come reminisce, sing camp songs, support our camp 
and promote this summer’s camping season.  

February First Fruits will be for Sponsor A Camper.  

Sticky Bun Sale will be in March. Orders and payment will be taken for cinnamon 
sticky buns for $12/dozen and $7/half dozen before and after church on Sundays, 
March 16 and 23. Then pick up your “ready to bake” sticky buns on Sunday morning, 
March 30. Freshly baked sticky buns will also be on sale, after church, on 
March 30 for $2 each.  

     Email Mary Lee Yaukey (mlyaukey@comcast.net) if you want to join the fun  
 of making the delicious buns on Saturday morning, March 29. 

Camp Clean Up – Help is always needed to get the camp cleaned and ready for the 
summer camping season. There will be a Saturday group cleaning date with the Boy 
Scouts where the focus is on the grounds and mainly with leaf removal. Throughout 
the spring, on weekdays and weekends, help is needed to clean cabins, the dining 
hall, kitchen, etc. More details to come. 

2025 Summer Camps – This summer there will be a Weekend Adventure for grades 
6,7,& 8+ June 20-22. Camp Kum-Ba-Yah, a day camp, with one overnight option for 
grades 3,4,& 5 and Camp Noah, also a day camp, for grades K,1,& 2 will both run 
June 23-27. “Life’s Learning” presenters, counselors, and lunch time helpers will be 
needed to operate the camp program. Mark your calendar, spread the word and 
please consider volunteering! 
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Accessibility Projects Coming in 2025 
Since I came to St. John’s in 2018, we have made several improvements to our building 
to help all of us to better access and utilize our physical space. This includes a railing 
by the entrance to the front door (regularly used during the week), a railing behind the 
altar and extending the pulpit railing, adding panels to the staircases, and fixing the 
concrete cutouts by Fellowship Hall and by the Sanctuary side entrance.  
Accessibility matters! We want all people to be able to safely enter our space and to 
fully participate in activities while they are here. In 2025, we are looking toward  
upgrading our in-ear hearing assistance devices and adding 40 chairs with arms to  
supplement our existing chairs and pews. We have applied for grant funding for the 
hearing assistance project and have already received grant monies to buy 40 padded 
chairs with arms. These chairs have arrived and are in the process of being assembled. 
If you are interested in helping to fund these projects, please note “accessibility” on 
your envelope or check. I’m happy to speak with you if you have any questions.  
-Pastor Caroline 
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 It was mighty cold outside, but very warm 
and welcoming inside, as seven St. John’s ladies 
gathered for lunch on Wednesday, January 8, at 
the Olive Garden. 
 Pastor Caroline offered our grace and get 
well cards were written for Donna Harrison and 
Sharon Mayer.  Our 50th state, Hawaii, was        
selected for questions and discussion to further 
warm our spirits. 
 China House, on Gateway Avenue, across 
from BJ’s, will be our destination on Wednesday, 
February 12. Join us to celebrate Lincoln’s Birthday 
and Valentine’s Day. 

We will be meeting Thursday, February 6 at 
7am at Texas Lunch (108 LWW, Chambersburg, 
PA). 

We look forward to seeing any and all for 
February’s Breakfast . 

 

MENS BREAKFAST 
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02/02 Tom Harrison (Mt. Union Rd.) 

02/03 Gary Crum 

02/03 Dr. Donald Hendrickson    

02/04 G. Michael Bitner 

02/04 Jolene H. McGinley 

02/04 Kurt Widmann 

02/05 Helen Douglas  

02/06 Alma Dietrich  

02/06 Maelynn Dietrich 

02/06 Gary Patterson 

02/07 Julie Dereef 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02/08 Ernie Welch 

02/10 Gregory St. Clair 

02/11 Colleen Woy 

02/12 Christopher Willman-Bunge 

02/13 Richard Collier 

02/19 Casimir Rzomp 

02/19 Cynthia St. Clair 

02/19 Marvin Zeger  

02/23 Harold St. Clair 

02/27 Allen Frantz  

02/27 Sophie Hoger  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
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St. John’s has merch! 
Help spread our message of love 

with a t-shirt or hoodie! 
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OpenÊandÊAffirmingÊMinistryÊTeamÊWinterÊGatheringÊ 

Saturday,ÊMarchÊ1,Ê2025Ê 

THEMEÊ–ÊPROVIDINGÊSUPPORTÊFORÊONEÊANOTHERÊ 

LancasterÊTheologicalÊSeminaryÊ 

555ÊWestÊJamesÊStreetÊ 

Lancaster,ÊPennsylvaniaÊ 

9:30ÊA.M.ÊtoÊ3:00ÊP.M.Ê 

TheÊplanningÊcommiƩeeÊcomprisingÊofÊmembersÊfromÊallÊfourÊ
PAÊconferencesÊareÊplanningÊaÊdayÊofÊspeakersÊandÊworkshopsÊ
aroundÊtheÊcommonÊthemeÊofÊsupporƟngÊoneÊanother.Ê
BreakfastÊitemsÊandÊLunchÊwillÊbeÊprovided.Ê 

PleaseÊlookÊforÊaddiƟonalÊinformaƟonÊinÊearlyÊFebruary.Ê 
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 February Youth News 
Calendar of Events 
4 Church School 8:45  

7 Snow Tubing at Ski Liberty - Leaving Church at 6 pm 

11 Church School 8:45 

18 Church School 8:45 

21 Backup date for Snow Tubing 

25 Church School 8:45 
 

Children’s Corner is offered every Sunday during Worship 

 
VBS Dates for 2025 

Mark your calendars for July 20 - 24.  See Roxanne to help. 
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Snow Tubing  
Our weather seems to be more cooperative this year so we have set 
aside two dates for snow tubing. We will plan on Friday, February 7th, 
leaving the church at 6pm, tubing from 7 to 9pm and returning to the 
church around 10pm. Permissions and current medicals are needed   
only if a parent is not going along. Waivers and medical forms will 
be needed for everyone tubing. These can be obtained from Roxanne. 
To order tickets, Roxanne must have each person’s age and date of 
birth by January 28th. The cost is $46 and service hours can be applied. 
See Roxanne to determine your number of hours. The backup date is 
February 21st.  
 
 

Thank you!! From Families Around the World 
  In November, the Youth of St. John’s presented information to raise 
money for Heifer International, as an early gift giving option as well as 
the First Fruits offering for November. 

  I am happy to announce that a total of $1064 was given and the        
following animals were purchased for families around the world: 

 2 goats    1 pig 
 1 sheep    1 Water Buffalo 
 6 flocks of chickens  2 Bio Gas Stoves 
 4 colonies of bees 

Thank you to all who helped teach our youth about giving and sharing 
our wealth. 

-Roxanne Davenport 
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Ministry Chairs 
2024-2025 

Called to Care—Connie Morrill-Hair  

Camp—MaryLee Yaukey 

Children & Youth Ministry—Roxanne Davenport 

Facilities Ministry—Tom Harrison 

Fellowship—Sue McMurtray 

Finance—Scot Orndorff 

Invitational Ministry—Susan Collier 

Library—MaryLee Yaukey 

Nursery School—Linda Zeger 

Open and Affirming– N. Aaron Hartman/Mark and Emily Hoger 

Outreach—TBD 

Prayer Shawl Ministry — N. Aaron Hartman 

Public Relations— TBD 

Safe Church Compliance—Safe Church Compliance Steward, Sarah Herbert 

Safe Church Response—Safe Church Compliance Steward, Sarah Herbert 

Safety and Security—Tom Kinton 

Technology and Media Ministry– Calvin Frantz 

Worship/Music Ministry—Gary Crum 

 

Want to serve  
on a Ministry? 

 

These Ministry teams 
would welcome you & 

your talents!  

 

Speak to them or Pastor 
Caroline today to be a part 

of these ministries. 



27 

 

CONSISTORY 2024-2025 
Trustees 

TBD 

TBD 

Larry Wadel, Head Trustee 

Elders 

Harold Collier, President 

N. Aaron Hartman 

Jill Miller 

Dwight Sollenberger, Head Elder 

TBD 

TBD 

Deacons 

Allen Frantz 

Peg Bryner 

Sarah Myers, Secretary 

Chris Willman-Bunge 

Diana Kongkeattikul  

Pastor 

The Rev. Caroline E. Saxton 

Mike Blumberg 
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Sunday Worship will be at 10 am 

(Offered In-Person and on YouTube) 

St.ÊJohn’sÊUnitedÊChurchÊofÊChrist 
1811ÊLincolnÊWayÊEast 

Chambersburg,ÊPAÊÊ17202 
Phone:ÊÊ717-263-8593 Fax:ÊÊ717-263-9010 

Website:  www.sjucc1811.org 

OfficeÊHours:ÊÊMonÊ—ÊFriÊfromÊ9ÊAMÊ—Ê3ÊPMÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 

Communion Dates:  

Sunday, February 2, 10 am, Sanctuary & Livestreamed  

Saturday, February 8, 5 pm, Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, March 2, 10 am, Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

Ash Wednesday, March 5, 6:30 pm, Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

Saturday, March 8, 5 pm, Fellowship Hall 


