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Farewell, 2024!
Welcome, 2025!

May this new year bring fresh
beginnings and exciting opportunities!
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From Pastor Caroline

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! | hope you’ve had a wonderful holiday, welcoming Jesus
into our hearts, lives and world. I would commend to you Howard Thurman’s poem “The Work of
Christmas,” which reminds us that we are just beginning to do the work: “to find the lost, to heal
the broken, to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, to rebuild the nations, to bring peace
among brothers, to make music in the heart.” Christmas, then, is not limited to one day or even
one season. It is something we live out each and every day.

Over the last several years, | have chosen a “word of the year” to help guide my heart, mind, and
actions. I've been prayerfully considering what my word of the year will be for 2025. Finally, it
came to me: pray. It feels fitting; 1) it's a word that begins with “p” (keeping with words I've
chosen in the past) and 2) it's what I need most right now. To pray more and worry less. Maybe
you, do, too. Maybe your fears and anxieties are at an all-time-high. But worry doesn’t add a day or
an hour to our lives. Prayer grounds us, centers us, and opens us. One of my youth leaders would
always pray with his arms open, rather than his hands held in front of him and his head bowed
down. His posture reflected space for God to enter in. And that’s what I need a bit more of right
now, for the Spirit of God to work on me and in me, that God might work through me. May we all
do a little more praying this year.

A song from my adolescence has been playing on repeat in my head for the last few weeks.
“Closing Time” by Semisonic includes this line: “Every new beginning comes from some other
beginning’s end.” By now, you will have heard that Loretta Zimmerman, our long-time office
manager, is leaving St. John’s to take a new job opportunity. She has faithfully supported St. John’s
for 10 years and been a valued and vital part of our operations. I am excited for her and I'm sad for
us, as she transitions out of this position and into the next chapter of her professional life. We wish
her well in her new endeavors. Additionally, our office assistant, Heather Nickey, had her last day
on December 20, 2024 to take a new job. We wish her well as she takes on a new opportunity.

This means we are in a period of transition: some things are ending, while new things are
beginning. The only constant in life is change (even more than taxes). We’'ll need some volunteer
help in the church office to help us through this time. [ hope you will consider ways that you might
support the work of the church in the communication hub of the office. Please contact Dale Myers
or Harold Collier if you know anyone who might be interested in either the office manager or
office assistant position, or who might be capable of filling in for an interim period.

Many things are in flux in addition to staffing. We voted upon a new governance structure at our
Fall Congregational Meeting and now are tasked with living in to that new structure. There’s a lot
of work ahead of us, yet I remain confident that together, we will create a way forward that allows
our mission and ministry to flourish, growing in love of God and neighbor. We ask for inspiration
and imagination as we work toward implementation.

May we continue to say “yes” to the opportunities and possibilities ahead of us for spiritual
deepening, energizing participation, congregational care, community engagement, and financial
sustainability as we continue to implement our Fture Together Strategic Plan.

Peace, Pastor Caroline
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SOME INFO ABOUT EPIPHANY

The word “EPIPHANY” is not found in the Bible. It comes from the
Greek word “epiphanea” which means manifestation or revelation. In
English this word epiphany means manifestation or realization. We can
use the word epiphany when we suddenly understand something.

In our Christian Faith, a Christian Epiphany refers to a realization that
Christ is the Son of God. Also as a part of the Christian Faith, since the
4th Century, the coming of the Magi, is called 12 days after Christmas or
January 6 which is called Epiphany.

Today in many churches especially in the Protestant world, Epiphany
passes as an ordinary day.

Some common Epiphany hymns are:
As with Gladness Men of Old
We Three Kings
Jesus Shall Reign
Fairest Lord Jesus

You may find it interesting to read page 149 in our church hymnal for
more information about Epiphany

[ hope you find this interesting. -Gary Crum
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Having celebrated the birth of Jesus to new-mom Mary, we give thanks for
the community support that helps new parents care for their young children.

We have the opportunity to offer support to local families in our community
by supporting the Diaper Depot. The Diaper Depot is a ministry of Central
Presbyterian Church that distributes disposable diapers and wipes to ~180-
200 families each month. They have also offered baby items, breakfast, and
some food for families.

We know that 1in 3 families struggle to provide clean diapers for their babies
and toddlers. Your contribution of funds for diapers and wipes can go a long
way to support this mission. The Diaper Depot is 100% volunteer based;
diapers can be purchased by the organization at a wholesale price, so your
donations have a large impact. Donations of physical items are also welcome.

The Outreach Ministry thanks you for your support of the Diaper Depot and
families in our community.

The Diaper Depot is our First Fruits
recipient for January.




United Way
of Franklin County
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Winter Gear Healthy Food
Decem_ber 1 - January 15 January 15 - Februar%

Mittens & Gloves

. Apples, Potatoes, Carrots,
+ Winter Hats Cabbage, and Winter Squash
* Socks Whole Grains

* First Aid Kits Seasonings & Cooking Oils i
* Deodorant Boxed Meals & Canned Goods

¢« Shampoo & Conditioner Flour, Sugar, & Baking Soda
.

.

.
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Tissues & Paper Towels Condiments

- Donationg

Toothpaste Peanut Butter Donatmng
Laundry Detergent Shelf-Stable Milk
Neeaea Soap (hand, dish, & body) Pasta/Pasta Sauce Ne eded

© _ Monetary Gifte aleo welcome
9 Donations will support programs that help To any o mmunity collection sites during
]Tﬁ

provide families with warmth and shelter. their business hours. Check out the map!

Collection
Site Map

<

Thank You Sponsors!

Mercersburg Family Dentistry




st. John’s Nursery School

Happy New Year! The hustle and bustle of the holiday season has come and gone
and we at St. John’s Nursery School look forward to all that 2025 has in store.

December was a busy and exciting month! The children made Christmas gifts for their
families and celebrated with a Christmas party complete with crafts, games, and even
a visit from Santa! A special thank you to our Santa & Mrs. Claus, Larry & Vonnie
Wadel, for taking time out of their busy schedules to help us with our celebrations.

With your help, St. John’s Nursery School was able to donate 116 pairs of pajamas
and books to Little Daisy’s Closet this year. What a wonderful giving heart our Nursery
School and Church families have!

On behalf of the Nursery School Staff, | would like to send a special Thank You to our
Nursery School Ministry members for the amazing Christmas breakfast and gift! We
are blessed with such a loving and knowledgeable board that supports our mission
here at St. John’s Nursery School!

Happy New Year to all of our friends, family members, and supporters. May 2025
bring you peace, love, and memories that will last a lifetime!

Kari Rock, Director



Church Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9am to 3pm

The Church office will be closed on
January 1st for New Year’s Day
January 20th for MLK Day

Loretta Zimmerman - Office Manager
Church office # (717) 263-8593




Future Together
Progress Report

As we enter into 2025, we continue the progress on our work together into the future.
You will note that several of these activities overlap in different areas of our Strategic
Plan. We hope this “progress report” helps everyone to see how we are living into our
St. John’s UCC Future Together Strategic Plan.

SPIRITUAL DEEPENING

Pastor Caroline is leading a weekly study on Martin B. Copenhaver’s “Jesus is the
Question: The 307 Question Jesus Asked and the 3 He Answered” on Mondays at
1:30 pm in Conference Room 111 beginning on January 6. All are invited to attend!

Worship opportunities with other area churches were offered in Advent, including a
Blue Christmas service hosted by St. John’s. This ecumenical partnership will
continue with shared midweek Lenten services in March (each church will host their
own Ash Wednesday worship).

The Wired Word class meets Sundays at 8:45 am in room 116. Email Harold
Collier to join the mailing list to receive material in advance.

Our prayer jar ministry has a designated prayer center in the lobby. There are three
jars: one for joys, one for concerns, and one for gratitude. Won’t you pray with us?

Diana Kongkeattikul writes a weekly devotional for our website. An opt-in email list
is available via the office if you'd like to receive her reflection directly in your inbox.

ENERGIZE PARTICIPATION

We are planning the next phase of living into our new structure (voted upon at the
Congregational Meeting on November 10, 2024). There is much to do and consider
and your assistance and patience is appreciated!

Multiple opportunities to share fellowship and joy were held throughout December:
Christmas Caroling with the Youth on December 8, Bell Fest on December 15, and
the Cookie Walk on December 7.

Amistad Praise Band looks forward to extending their ministry in the community.
Their first event was at Luther Ridge in g)ctober.

Pork and Sauerkraut Dinner will be Tuesday, March 4. More details to come!



CONGREGATIONAL CARE

We are making excellent progress on producing the new pictorial directory. Thank
you to those who have already submitted their photo or had their picture taken by
photographer Amanda Hahn. Please make sure to update you contact information.

Health and wellness events, such as a seminar with Peak Potential Wellness,
immunization clinics with Chambers’ Apothecary, and two presentations on grief by
Marcie Taylor on “Extending Christian Love to Grievers,” were offered in October
and November. More topics are being planned for spring 2025.

Children’s Corner is now offered each Sunday. Volunteers are needed!

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Our Spring Tea will be held on Saturday, May 3, 2025. Save the date now!

Final figures for the Habitat for Humanity Book Sale are in! $26,000 was raised for
Habitat for Humanity and $2,000 were given to Franklin County Legal Services as a
thank you for the use of their book room. Make sure to put October 24, 25, and 26,
2025 on your calendar! Donations will be accepted beginning in September.

We are planning a Poverty Simulation with SCCAP for 2025, date TBD.

St. John’s is participating in the United Way Winter Warmth Drive (see page 5).
Pastor Caroline will be joining the Board of United Way in January 2025.

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILTY

Our tenants Jessica and Friends and the Church of Jesus Christ in the Americas
are very pleased with the space they rent from us. What a blessing to St. John’s!

Ghostwriter, LLC continues their work to apply for grants on St. John’s behalf. New
doors purchased with grant monies are expected to arrive in early 2025. Chairs with
arms to increase our accessibility will be purchased with grant monies as well.

“Operation Dishwasher” has been a significant success! We are planning for the
new equipment to arrive in time for the Pork and Sauerkraut Dinner on March 4.

Online giving and other giving opportunities are regularly advertised. A QR code is
placed in our publications. Finance-related articles are included in every Spirit.

Thank you for your support of special mission offerings, general fund gifts, and so
many other projects! o



It's Official! St. John’s UCC raised $26,000 for Habitat for Humanity through
our Book Sale in October 2024. Thank you!!!

Pictured below are (L-R): Harold Collier, Susan Collier, Pastor Caroline,
David Senft, and Mark Story.

DATE:

$9\¢! 000

DOLLARS

By ettt Hunanly
mtmL?!—.Six nﬁdsun-ﬁ; |
FOR: RDOK Sq lk !

2 i c? .
Nev. (ke 2 Jan . | I

More than 300 hours were spent sorting, staging, and selling the books.
Save the dates of October 24, 25, and 26, 2025 for our next sale!

We'll need lots of help to exceed the success we had in 2024.
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SNOWI' |s Sunday Worship cancelled?

* Checkyouremail fora
special E-Blast.

» (Callthe church office.
Select Option 1 to heara
message.

Chureh Activity €Cancellations
tor Monday=Eriday

If CASD classes are cancelled
all day, all church activities are
also cancelled.

It schoolis delayed, only
morning churchractivities
are cancelled.

An early dismissal from 'school
means all evening activities are
cancelled.
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Theological conversations
Rich discussion
Powerful testimony

Join us at 6:30 pm at
The Trojan Diner & Sports Bar!
1121 Lincoln Way E
Chambersburg, PA 17201

Bring your questions,
Invite your friends!
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January 11, 2025
5:00 pm
Fellowship Hall
St. John's UCC - . '\
1811 LWE s S @
Chambersburg, PA 17202 . |
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Friends at St. John'’s,

It was a pleasure working with those involved in the Fellowship Hall refreshing Project. |
thank Renee Byers for contacting me about the windows. | also thank Tom Harrison for
inviting me to room 112 for new mini blinds. Living in North Guilford I've always felt that St.
John’s was a friendly neighbor. | appreciate meeting some of the membership during
these projects. | hope God’s blessings continue for your church.—Maryann Fisher

St. John’s Church, We are extremely grateful for your donation for the Falling Spring
Power Pack Program. With a thankful heart, Diane Pensinger

Grace Brethren Church Falling Spring Weekend Backpack Program.

Dear Congregation,

| so appreciate all the support | and my family have received during my wife Mary Lou’s
illness and passing. | have been awe struck by the concern, prayers, and love that we
have received. Although the loneliness and despair remain your support has meant so
much to us. | have truly felt the love of Christ demonstrated though my St. John'’s family.
Thank you.

Blessings to all of you,
Don Hendrickson
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Thank you St. John's UCC for bringing so much joy to my life over the past 10
years as being your office manager. When | accepted the office manager job, |
really had no clue what was all involved, but fast forward to today, with learning
the entire building to HVAC (Heating & Cooling the building), resetting breaker
boxes in the basement (that's a scary place, LOL), fire alarms going off, snow
removal on the entire property, pest control quarterly inspections, managing
contracts with vendors, and the list just goes on and on...... | have learned so
much being in the church office and making it become a true communication hub
for the entire church. | am going to miss my job but more importantly | am going
to miss my St. John's family and friends.

Just a few quotes to leave with you.

"Saying goodbye doesn't mean anything. It's the time we spent together that
matters, not how we left."

"The best things in life are the people we love; places we've been and
the memories we've made along the way."

"Goodbyes make you think. They make you realize what you've had, what you've
lost and what you have taken for granted".

| am very excited about my next adventure as an Executive Director in Human
Resources.

Blessings, Loretta Zimmerman
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St. John’s Camp News

Camp Ministry members have been working on the camp website, camp-based activities,
events and the summer camp program. Our beautiful camp is the perfect place to gather,
learn about nature, relax and get closer to God. Have you considered renting the camp for a
day, a weekend or a week? Camp is the perfect place to gather with friends, team build with
a group, enjoy a family reunion, walk the labyrinth in the woods, or hold a meaningful retreat.
Please, take a look at the Camp Rental tab on the church website for information and prices
and then share with your family and friends.

Upcoming Camp events:

Camp Sunday is February 16. Come reminisce, sing camp songs, support our camp
and promote this summer’s camping season.

February First Fruits will be for Sponsor A Camper.

Sticky Bun Sale will be in March. Orders and payment will be taken for cinnamon
sticky buns for $12/dozen and $7/half dozen before and after church on Sundays,
March 16 and 23. Then pick up your “ready to bake” sticky buns on Sunday morning,
March 30. Freshly baked sticky buns will also be on sale, after church, on March 30
for $2 each.

Email Mary Lee Yaukey (mlyaukey@comcast.net) if you want to join the fun
of making the delicious buns on Saturday morning, March 29.

Camp Clean Up — Help is always needed to get the camp cleaned and ready for the
summer camping season. There will be a Saturday group cleaning date with the Boy
Scouts where the focus is on the grounds and mainly with leaf removal. Throughout
the spring, on weekdays and weekends, help is needed to clean cabins, the dining
hall, kitchen, etc. More details to come.

2025 Summer Camps — This summer there will be a Weekend Adventure for grades
6,7,& 8+ June 20-22. Camp Kum-Ba-Yah, a day camp, with one overnight option for
grades 3,4,& 5 and Camp Noah, also a day camp, for grades K,1,& 2 will both run
June 23-27. “Life’s Learning” presenters, counselors, and lunch time helpers will be
needed to operate the camp program. Mark your calendar, spread the word and
please consider volunteering!
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Reverse Advent Calendar boxes of food
were blessed at the Christmas Eve services
and delivered to the Fayetteville Food Pantry at
St. Paul Lutheran Church.

Thank you for your generous support and
helping to feed families in our community!
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A New Chapter in Our Kitchen: Update on Operation Dishwasher

Thank you for your generous support of “Operation Dishwasher,” our campaign to
raise funds to replace the dishwasher in our church kitchen.

We have raised more than $15,000 from the congregation towards this project and
have paid our deposit and signed the contract with Noble Chemical.

We look forward to utilizing this new equipment for the Pork and Sauerkraut Dinner on
Tuesday, March 4, 2025 and the spring tea on Saturday, May 3, 2025.

Thank you so much for your help in making project “Operation Dishwasher” a success!

Accessibility Projects Coming in 2025

Since | came to St. John's in 2018, we have made several improvements to our building
to help all of us to better access and utilize our physical space. This includes a railing
by the entrance to the front door (regularly used during the week), a railing behind the
altar and extending the pulpit railing, adding panels to the staircases, and fixing the
concrete cutouts by Fellowship Hall and by the Sanctuary side entrance.

Accessibility matters! We want all people to be able to safely enter our space and to
fully participate in activities while they are here. In 2025, we are looking toward
upgrading our in-ear hearing assistance devices and adding chairs with arms to
supplement our existing chairs and pews. We have applied for grant funding for the
hearing assistance project and have already received grant monies to buy 30 padded
chairs with arms.

If you are interested in helping to fund these projects, please note "accessibility” on
your envelope or check. I'm happy to speak with you if you have any questions.

-Pastor Caroline

18



New Year, New Book Study!

Join Pastor Caroline for a group discussion of “Jesus is
the Question: The 307 Questions Jesus Asked and the 3
He Answered” by Martin B. Copenhaver. We will meet
on Mondays at 1:30 pm in Conference Room 111.

The first session will be held
on Monday, January and will
focus on the forward and
introduction.

Books can be purchased
from your favorite retailer.

MARTIN B.
ICORENHAV ER
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T.ONCHEON

The Chinaberry Room at Menno Haven with it's lovely Christmas
tree and pretty Christmas stockings was a perfect setting on December 11
for the St. John’s Ladies Luncheon group’s Christmas gathering. Diana
Macfarlane prepared a very thoughtful grace with included a tribute to re-
cently deceased members.

After lunch each lady received a favor based on the meaning of the
Christmas cane. Our mental stimulation was a discussion of old-fashioned
toys, little known facts about them, and memories of some of our special
toys.

Our collection of socks for homeless men, women, and children re-
sulted in a total probably 100 individual pairs.

Wednesday, January 8, the Olive Garden will be our location and 11:30,
the time— a good way to start the new year.

MENS BREAKFAST

We will be meeting Thursday, January 2,

2025 at 7am at Texas Lunch (108 LWW,
Chambersburg, PA)

We look forward to seeing any and all for
January’s Breakfast
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

01/01 Lucille Hopple

01/01 Michael Hair

01/01 Sue McMurtray
01/01 David Dietrich

01/02 Carol Marotte

01/02 Liam Dietrich

01/04 Charles (Chip) Miller
01/04 Madeleine Miller
01/10 Thomas Harrison (Echo)
01/11 Deborah Olson
01/12 Jefferey Aldrich
01/14 Alan Young

01/15 Erik Strunk

01/18 Linda Barton

01/18 Jack Myers

01/19 Alex Strunk

01/20 Lisa Frantz

01/24 Calvin Frantz

01/25 Abbie Reichelderfer
01/25 Hannah Jean Myers
01/27 Paulette Wonhl
01/28 Barb Wissinger
01/28 Brooke Reichelderfer
01/29 Douglas Stepler
01/30 Robert Schollaert



Gather with participants from throughout Franklin County for this free Day of
Learning on January 18, 2025, to dive into principals and issues surrounding
diversity, equity, inclusion, community-building, and social cohesion. Youth and
adults are invited to commemorate Dr. King's legacy with a Day of Learning.

The event includes breakfast, lunch, general session, a choice of workshops,
keynote speaker, entertainment, and more. Attendance is free but registration is
required. Visit racialreconciliationfc.org/mlkday to sign up!

Also: The Franklin County Coalition for Progress will hold MLK Day of Service on
Monday, January 20, 2025. Learn more at fccforprogress.org/mlk-day-of-service

MLK DAY OF
LEARNING

Saturday, January 18, 2025

10am-2pm

Fagisiration opend SEm wilh bieaklas! and mebwoiong

at the Capitol Theatre

158 5. Man 50, Chambarsbaag, PA

More information coming soon!

FREE TO ATTEND

DAY OF SERVICE
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PLEASE FEEL FREETO
BORROW A PUZZLE
AND/OR DONATE
PUZZLES!

PUZZLES ARE AVAILABLE
IN THE BACK OF OUR
LIBRARY
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December Youth News

Calendar of Events
5 Church School 8:45

12 Church School 8:45
19 Church School 8:45

26 Church School 8:45

Children’s Corner is offered every Sunday
during Worship

The Heifer International Project/First Fruits for November raised $1,064.
The youth were able to purchase many animals and other items
for families around the world.

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Reverse Advent Calendar!
We are sharing God’s love with all ages!
Check out page 17 to see a photo of these donations.

The Cookie Walk raised $603 for homeless youth in our school district.
Thank you to everyone who baked, bought, and ate!
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St. John’s has merch!

Help spread our message of love
with a t-shirt or hoodie!

&

St. John's U.C.C Shirts!!

T-Shirts - $12 each
Hoodies - $25 Each

Sizes: Small - 2 XL
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Ministry Chairs
2024-2025 on 8 Ministry?

Called to Care— Connie Morrill-Hair

Camp—~MaryLee Yaukey These Ministry teams

Children & Youth Ministry— Roxanne Davenport | would welcome you &

|
Facilities Ministry—7om Harrison your talents!

Fellowship—Sue McMurtray

Finance—Scot Orndorff Speak to them or Pastor
Caroline today to be a part

Invitational Ministry—=Susan Collier T
of these ministries.

Library—MarylLee Yaukey

Nursery School—Renee Byers

Open and Affirming— N. Aaron Hartman/Mark and Emily Hoger
Outreach—7'BD

Prayer Shawl Ministry — N. Aaron Hartman

Public Relations— 7'BD

Safe Church Compliance—Safe Church Compliance Steward, Sarah Herbert
Safe Church Response—Safe Church Compliance Steward, Sarah Herbert
Safety and Security—7om Kinton

Technology and Media Ministry— Calvin Frantz

Worship/Music Ministry— Gary Crum
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CONSISTORY 2024-2025

Larry Wadel, Head Trustee

Harold Collier, President

N. Aaron Hartman
Jill Miller
Dwight Sollenberger, Head Elder
TBD
TBD

Allen Frantz
Mike Blumberg

Peg Bryner

Sarah Myers, Secretary

Chris Willman-Bunge

Diana Kongkeattikul

The Rev. Caroline E. Saxton
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Sunday Worship will be at 10 am
(Offered In-Person and on YouTube)

Communion Dates:

Sunday, January 5, 10 am, Sanctuary & Livestreamed
Saturday, January 11, 5 pm, Fellowship Hall
Saturday, February 8, 5 pm, Fellowship Hall

Sunday, February 9, 10 am, Sanctuary & Livestreamed

St. John’s United Church of Christ

1811 Lincoln Way East
Chambersburg, PA 17202

sl Phone: 717-263-8593  Fax: 717-263-9010

Website: www.sjuccl811.org

Office Hours: Mon — Fri from 9 AM — 3 PM
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