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From Pastor Caroline I loved Advent calendars as a kid and the ones with European chocolate continue to appeal to my sweet tooth. I’m still looking for just the right one for this year, something that gives me a little something to look forward to in these hard and heavy times. I’ll be using “Low: An Honest Advent 
Devotional” by John Pavlovitz and “Arrival: Daily reflections for the season of Advent” by Ben Cremer this year in my own prayer life. The idea of a “Reverse Advent Calendar” struck a chord in me this fall when I came across it on social media (see, Facebook can still be good for some things). The idea of putting a food item into a box for someone else, rather than collecting more for myself, appeals. We know that food |insecurity is a real challenge for many families in our community. What better way to prepare to welcome Christ into our lives than to collect food for our neighbors? You can learn more about how to join in this project on pages 18 and 19.  With hope, peace, love, and joy, we find our way forward, knowing that God is with us. Our Advent worship theme “From the Manger” reminds us that Bethlehem, where Jesus the “Bread of Life” was born, is called “House of Bread.” We reflect on the life-sustaining hope, peace, joy, and love Jesus brings and notice how the baby born in a bread town continues to feed a hungry world  today.  I trust that we will be inspired, empowered, and nourished this Advent, as the light of Christ comes into the world, getting ever-brighter the closer we get to Christmas. Christ is the light that shines in the darkness, a light that cannot be overcome. Make sure to have these St. John’s events on your calendars: Cookie Walk on Saturday, December 7 (see p. 27 & 29), Christmas Caroling on Sunday, December 8 (see p. 29), and Bell Fest on Sunday, December 15 (see p. 3). Christmas Eve worship will be at 5 pm in Fellowship and 7 pm in the Sanctuary (musical prelude will begin at 6:45 pm). These candlelight services are an opportunity to witness to the light of Christ and to take that light back out into the world.  Midweek Advent services held by our partner congregations in the CMC (Conococheague Mission Cooperative) are an additional worship opportunity this year. See page 4 for locations & times. St. John’s will host a community “Blue Christmas” service on Saturday, December 21, 3 pm. I hope you’ll consider attending this services if you, too, are feeling a little “blue” during the holidays. And speaking of hope, I will be offering a book study on Rebecca Solnit’s “Hope in the Dark: Untold 
Histories, Wild Possibilities” on Mondays in December. See p. 20 for details.  In the midst of uncertainty and anxiety and pain, we choose love. Each and every day.  With hope and peace, love and joy, as a community may we say “yes” to the opportunities and  possibilities for spiritual deepening, energizing participation, congregational care, community  engagement, and financial sustainability that lie before us as we keep living into our Future        Together Strategic Plan in 2025 as we grow in love of God and neighbor. Let us wait. Let us watch. Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas!  Peace, Pastor Caroline 
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Bell Fest December 15, 2024 

 

BELL MUSIC 

 

Christmas Book: 
Infant Holy P 47 

Silent Night P 51 

We Three Kings P 9 

Jolly Old St. Nick P38 

Go, Tell It on the Mountain 

The Little Drummer Boy 

Adeste Fideles 

 

I will have a solo piece 

 

I may have a small group number or two 
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BLUE CHRISTMAS 
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St. John’s Nursery School 
Merry Christmas! 

Our Nursery School children are so excited to celebrate the Christmas season! This 
month, we will have fun-filled Christmas themed lessons and crafts all month long, 
ending with our class Christmas parties and a special visit from St. Nick! 

Thank you for your continued support of our Nursery School. Our Butcher Shoppe 
fundraiser was a success again this year! Friendly reminder that cookie dough and 
coffee may be picked up from the Parlor refrigerator starting on Wednesday,            
December 4th at noon.  

Butcher Shoppe Sub and Pizza tickets will be available to purchase through the 
Nursery School until Thursday, December 19th .  

We also appreciate your contributions to our Pajama Drive. The response so far has 
been exciting! We look forward to delivering a trunk full of pajamas and storybooks to 
Little Daisy’s Closet. Pajamas can be donated through December 4th . 

On behalf of the Nursery School Ministry and Staff, we would like to wish you a Very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Kari Rock, Director 



9 

 

Church Office Hours:  
Monday - Friday 9am to 3pm  

The Church office will be closed on 

 December 25 & 26 in observance of 

Christmas 

 

 

Loretta Zimmerman - Office Manager  
Heather Nickey - Office Assistant  
Church office # (717) 263-8593 
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December  2024 continues the progress on our work together into the future. You will 
note that several of these activities overlap in different areas of our Strategic Plan. We 
hope this “progress report” helps everyone to see how we are living into our St. John’s 
UCC Future Together Strategic Plan. 

SPIRITUAL DEEPENING 

 Pastor Caroline is leading an Advent Book Study on Monday afternoons at 3 pm 
(December 2, 9 and 16) in the Conference Room 111. The group will read “Hope in 
the Darkness: Untold Histories, Wild Possibilities” by Rebecca Solnit.   

 Worship opportunities with other area churches include Blue Christmas and Mid-

Week Advent services (see pages 4 and 5). We gather together in this holy time. 

 The Wired Word class meets Sundays at 8:45 am in room 116. Email Harold  
Collier to join the mailing list to receive material in advance. 

 Our prayer jar ministry has a designated prayer center in the lobby. There are three 
jars: one for joys, one for concerns, and one for gratitude. Won’t you pray with us? 

 Diana Kongkeattikul writes a weekly devotional for our website. An opt-in email list 
is available via the office if you’d like to receive her reflection directly in your inbox. 

ENERGIZE PARTICIPATION 

 Thank you to the task force and all those who have reviewed the draft versions of 
our Constitution and Bylaws. These were presented and voted upon at the Fall 
Congregational Meeting on November 10. We will now move into the next phase: 
drafting policies for the Council and planning for how to shift into this new structure. 

 Our annual Bell Fest bell choir concert will be held on Sunday, December 15, 7 pm.  

 Christmas Caroling with the Youth will be on Sunday, December 8. All singers are 
welcome to join the group. We will be singing at Village Square (Menno Haven), 
Luther Ridge, and Laurel Lakes (nursing home on Franklin Farm Lane). Contact 
Roxanne Davenport if interested. A potluck meal will follow in Fellowship Hall. 

 The Cookie Walk will be Saturday, December 7. We’ll need lots of cookies to make 
this a success! A sign up sheet is in the lobby. Proceeds from this event will go to 
support homeless youth in the CASD. 
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 CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

 The new pictorial directory is well underway! Thank you to those who have already 
submitted their photo or had their picture taken by photographer Amanda Hahn. We 
want YOU to participate! Contact the Church Office to find out more. 

 Health and wellness events, such as a seminar with Peak Potential Wellness,  
immunization clinics with Chambers’ Apothecary, and two presentations on grief by 
Marcie Taylor on “Extending Christian Love to Grievers,” were offered in October 
and November. More topics are being planned for spring 2025. 

 Children’s Corner is now offered each Sunday. Volunteers are needed! 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

 Our Fellowship Hall has received a face lift (see pg. 26) due to the success of our 
teas and supportive donations. The Spring Tea will be Saturday, May 3, 2025. 

 Thank you so much for making our Habitat for Humanity held October 25, 26 and 
27. Volunteers spent more than 300 hours sorting, staging, and selling the books. 
Final figures indicate that we raised more than $25,000 this year! 

 Some of the proceeds from the Book Sale will be used for the Habitat Build for our 
members Heidi and Muneath. Check out the progress on their journey (page 22)! 

 We are planning a Poverty Simulation with SCCAP for 2025, date TBD. 

 St. John’s will participate in the United Way Winter Warmth Drive (see page 7).  
Pastor Caroline will be joining the Board of United Way in January 2025.  

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILTY 

 Our tenants Jessica and Friends and the Church of Jesus Christ in the Americas 
are very pleased with the space they rent from us. What a blessing to St. John’s!  

 Ghostwriter, LLC continues their work to apply for grants on St. John’s behalf. 

 “Operation Dishwasher” has been a significant success! An update is available on 
page 22. We are planning for the new equipment to arrive in early 2025. 

 Online giving and other giving opportunities are regularly advertised. A QR code is 
placed in our publications. Finance-related articles are included in every Spirit. 

 The budget for 2025 was passed at the November 10 Congregational Meeting. 
Copies can be requested from the Church Office. 
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Our St. John’s praise team Amistad has recently extended their ministry 
beyond the doors of our church. Their first outreach to the community 

was with a visit to SpiriTrust Retirement community. Amistad lead      
services in both the Skilled Care and Personal Care units. In 2025, they 
plan to sing and serve at more of the nursing communities in our area. 

Look for information in the coming year regarding their singing schedule!  
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Bible and a beer 



15 

 

Saturday night worship  
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Dear St. John’s U.C.C 

Thanks to you, kids have a safe place to go before and after school. Your donation 
is key to building great futures for tomorrow’s leaders. Instead of spending time at 
home alone while their families are at work, our kids are enjoying activities, creating 
art and forming friendships with peers through their time at the Boys and Girls Club 
of Chambersburg and Shippensburg. Thank you for your ongoing support of our 
kids.  

Gratefully Arcadia Clever Boys and Girls Club of Chambersburg and Shippensburg 

Thank you for sponsoring Pride Franklin County’s 2024 Pride Fest! Your generous 
sponsorship allows us to continue to increase the visibility of our LBGT+         
community and celebrate diversity, acceptance and respect in Franklin County.  

Thank you, Pride Franklin County Planning Team. 

St. John’s Church,  

Thank you so much for your kind expressions of sympathy we received upon 
the passing of my sister Linda. She was loved and will be missed!  

In appreciation, Cindy and Greg St. Clair 
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The Sites Family thanks the congregation, Pastor Caroline, support staff and all   
involved for the many cards, texts, phone calls, prayers and support throughout our 
difficult times. All was greatly appreciated and again thanks to all.  

We would like to express our deepest gratitude for your unselfish contribution 
to Little Daisy’s Closet in 2024. Thank you for being a part of our community 
and helping us to make a difference, we are so grateful for you.  

From, the LDC Board of Directors & Volunteers. 

Dear Church Family,  

Thank you to the church—and to Connie Hair—for bringing flowers from the  
arrangement we donated last week. And also, thank  you for the flower deliveries 
by the McGinley’s to John today. He appreciated being remembered. The lovely 
flowers add cheer to his room at the rehab center. Our church family means a 
great deal to both of us. Also, Pastor Caroline’s visits have been precious.  

John and Nina Widmann  
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Reverse Advent Calendar Mission Challenge 

      So what is a Reverse Advent Calendar you might ask. Well, you know an Advent 
calendar is a countdown to Christmas where a gift is received each day up until 
Christmas. A reverse calendar teaches our young to give each day rather than to  
receive. During this season of preparing our hearts to receive the gift of the Christ 
child we can model that idea of sharing God’s love through giving to others.  
A Reverse Advent Calendar has been created to fill a box of nonperishable food 
items to be donated to the Food pantry at St. Paul’s in Fayetteville, part of the 
SCCAP program. This program feeds more than 120 families each month in the 
Fayetteville, Mont Alto, Waynesboro and South Mountain communities. 

    Families, church groups and church ministries are being challenged to fill a box 
and model this spirit. Wrapped boxes will be available or any box can be used. All 
boxes are asked to be delivered to our church by Dec. 24th so they be blessed at the 
Christmas Eve services. The Youth will deliver these and tour the Food Bank on Dec. 
28th, meeting at the church at 9:30, then celebrating with a pizza party afterwards. 

Salvation Army Angel Tree 

 

Thank you for your support of the Salvation Army Angel Tree. This year, 70 tags 
were taken by members of our church, our nursery school families, and our staff. All 
gifts should be delighted in gift bags by Friday, December 6. These gifts will be blessed 
in worship on Sunday, December 8. Additional monies collected through First Fruits will 
support the programs of the Salvation Army.  

Hoffman Homes  
Holiday Gift Program 

 

Thank you for your support of the 
youth of Hoffman Homes this Christmas. 
We received 10 tags for this extension of 
our long-standing partnership with    
Hoffman Homes. These gifts/gift cards 
are due back to St. John’s by Monday, 
Dec 2. Pastor Caroline will arrange 
transport of these items to Hoffman 
Homes.  
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A New Chapter in Our Kitchen: Update on Operation Dishwasher 

Thank you for your generous support of “Operation Dishwasher,” our campaign to 
raise funds to replace the dishwasher in our church kitchen.  
We put out the call to the congregation in October 2024, seeking donations toward 
this project. We are delighted in share that as of November 20, 2024, we have received 
$14,265 towards this project. This means that we have exceeded the congregational 
commitment of $12,000 we asked for earlier this fall. Your donations will continue to 
be accepted through the end of 2024. The difference in project cost vs. donations will 
be made up by Invitational Ministry. 
By taking a proactive stance toward this project, we will be able to order and have the 
new dishwasher installed in early 2025. Noble Chemical (the vendor selected) has been 
contacted and we are in the process of paying the deposit and signing the contract. 
We look forward to utilizing this new equipment for the Pork and Sauerkraut Dinner on 
March 4, 2025 and the spring tea on May 3, 2025. 
Thank you so much for your help in making project “Operation Dishwasher” a success!  
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 Wednesday, November 13, found nine St. John’s ladies at the Italian    
Village Restaurant on Route 11 N. Aaron Hartman was a new attendant.  
 

 A collection of warm socks for men, women and children (our Christmas 
project for 2024) was begun. Additional donations will be accepted at the       
December meeting. Then all will be delivered to “Homeless Matters.” 
Thanksgiving Trivia was discussed and cards were prepared for many St. 
John’s members needing cheer.  
 

 Our last meeting for 2024 will be Wednesday, December 11, at 11:30 in 
the China Berry Room at Menno Haven (North Gate). Christmas joy will abound. 

We will be meeting Thursday, December 
5, 2024 at 7am at Texas Lunch (108 LWW, 
Chambersburg, PA) 

We look forward to seeing any and all for 
December’s Breakfast  

 

MENS BREAKFAST 
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12/03 Jeanne Welch 

12/04 Robert Lewis 

12/04 Stephanie Brown 

12/05 Mary Moyer  

12/05 Chani Wolfe  

12/08 Judith Patterson 

12/09 Virginia McCright  

12/13 Mary (Alison) Hopper  

12/14 Peter A’Zary  

12/16 Judy Knepper  

12/17 Olivia Myers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12/20 Roberta Peters  

12/21 Bernice Tosten  

12/22 Gloria Crum 

12/23 MaryLee Yaukey  

12/23 Kathleen Mooshian 

12/24 Michael Brechbill 

12/26 Holly Hoover  

12/27 Connie Evans  

12/29 Mark Hoger  

12/30 Randall Kegerreis  

12/31 Jared Leister  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
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Please check out the “new look” in Fellowship Hall and notice the new 
shades recently installed by the “Decorating Den”. The refreshing        
improvements of the newly painted walls and shades were made        
possible through the profits from the recent TEAs and supportive         

donations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: St. John’s Spring in Paris Tea on Saturday, May 3, 
2025 at 1:30 pm. 



27 

 



28 

 

 December Youth News 

Calendar of Events 

1   Church School 8:45 

8  Church School 8:45 

    Family Caroling   1:30PM 

15  Church School 8:45 

21  Christmas Eve Pageant Rehearsal (5:00 service) 9:30 

      Christmas Eve Pageant Rehearsal (7:00 service) 11:00 

22  Church School Christmas Party 8:45 Youth room 

    (Godly Play will start in their classroom, pick up in the Youth room) 

24   Christmas Eve Pageant arrive 4:30 

       Christmas Eve Pageant arrive 6:30 

****Reverse Advent Calendar Boxes due**** 
29 No Church School  

Children’s Corner is offered every Sunday  
during Worship 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Heifer International Mission 
Project run by the Youth in November. A grand total and list of the animals 

purchased will be announced by the first of the year.  We are role models for 
our young showing how God’s love can be shared. 
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Cookie Walk Time 

      It’s time again to begin that holiday baking.  Our annual Cookie Walk will be held 
on Saturday, December 7th.  This is an event open to the public and all proceeds go 

to help homeless youth in our school district. A sign-up sheet is in the welcome center 
for you to let us know what you can bake.  Please sign up ahead as signs are made 
in advance. A copy of your recipe is requested to show all ingredients to the public.  

Cookies can be brought to the church kitchen on Friday evening from 6-8pm or     
Saturday at 8am. Shopping is from 9am-12pm on Saturday and cookies will be 

$10.00/lb. 

Fa La La La La  

        The Youth and their families will be spreading Christmas Cheer again this 
year through song as we plan to travel around to our shut-in church family        
members. This is open to anyone who would like to join us!! Working with Called to 
Care, we will visit and sing on December 8rd leaving the church at 1:30.  We will end 
back at the church around 5:00 to share in a covered dish social.  RSVP to 
Roxanne 

Silent Night… Holy Night 
The story and characters are the same, but the actors change! 

Again, this year, there will be two Christmas Eve Services.  An     
earlier Contemporary Family service in Fellowship Hall at 5:00 and a Traditional 
Service at 7:00 in the Sanctuary.  We will portray the story again at one or both  
services, depending on the interest.  Actors are needed (older youth and maybe 

some adults may be asked to shadow, in costume, our newer younger children) so 
look for the sign up on the Youth Bulletin Board or see Roxanne. 

Rehearsal will be the 21st at 9:30 and 11:00 respectively in those locations.        
Costuming will be done after rehearsal and parents are asked to help with any    

aspects where needed. 
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Ministry Chairs 

2024-2025 
Called to Care—Connie Morrill-Hair  

Camp—MaryLee Yaukey 

Children & Youth Ministry—Roxanne Davenport 

Facilities Ministry—Tom Harrison 

Fellowship—Sue McMurtray 

Finance—Scot Orndorff 

Invitational Ministry—Susan Collier 

Library—MaryLee Yaukey 

Nursery School—Renee Byers 

Open and Affirming– N. Aaron Hartman/Mark and Emily Hoger 

Outreach—TBD 

Prayer Shawl Ministry — N. Aaron Hartman 

Public Relations— TBD 

Safe Church Compliance—Safe Church Compliance Steward, Sarah Herbert 

Safe Church Response—Safe Church Compliance Steward, Sarah Herbert 

Safety and Security—Tom Kinton 

Technology and Media Ministry– Calvin Frantz 

Worship/Music Ministry—Gary Crum 

 

Want to serve  
on a Ministry? 

 

These Ministry teams 
would welcome you & 

your talents!  

 

Speak to them or Pastor 
Caroline today to be a part 

of these ministries. 
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CONSISTORY 2024-2025 

Trustees 

TBD 

Thomas Harrison—Vice President & Head Trustee (term ends 12/31/24) 

Larry Wadel 

Elders 

Harold Collier, President 

N. Aaron Hartman 

Jill Miller 

Dwight Sollenberger, Head Elder 

TBD 

TBD 

Deacons 

Allen Frantz 

Mike Blumberg 

Peg Bryner 

Sarah Myers, Secretary 

Chris Willman-Bunge 

Diana Kongkeattikul  

Pastor 

The Rev. Caroline E. Saxton 
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Sunday Worship will be at 10 am 

(Offered In-Person and on YouTube) 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 

1811 Lincoln Way East 

Chambersburg, PA  17202 

Phone:  717-263-8593 Fax:  717-263-9010 

Website:  www.sjucc1811.org 

Office Hours:  Mon — Fri from 9 AM — 3 PM                     

Upcoming Communion Dates December 2024 and January 2025:  

Sunday, December 1, 10 am, Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

Saturday, December 14, 5 pm, Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, January 5, 10 am, Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

Saturday, January 11, 5 pm, Fellowship Hall 


