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From Pastor Caroline

[ love all of the seasons, but there is something special for me about autumn. The cooler
temperatures, the changing colors, the more typical routine that comes with school and
the program year: I love fall. I anticipate the joy of nursery school children engaged in
learning that is fun; the beautiful music of our bells and choir; and the lively learning that
comes on Sunday mornings with classes for all ages, nurturing and deepening our faith.

We are a church and we are a family, people who love God and love each other. We seek to
offer extravagant welcome and radical hospitality to all who enter our doors and who join
us virtually each week. God is still speaking—and we are still listening! I continue to be
encouraged and energized by the ways we are living into our mission, vision, and values.
Thank you for being collaborators with me and the Holy Spirit as we faithfully follow Jesus
in this time and place, truly being the church. God is at work in our midst and in each of us!

As we begin the program year and look toward the next few months, I want to highlight
opportunities before us to grow in love of God and neighbor, alongside one another:

-Bells of St. John's rehearsals begin on Thursday, September 5 @ 6 pm, Room 117
-Choir practice resumes on Thursday, September 5 @ 7:15 pm, Choir Room 103
-Friday, September 6 & Saturday, September 7, Ladies’ Retreat @ St. John’s Camp
-Sunday, September 8, Church school classes resume for all ages

-Tuesday, September 10, “Introduction to Planned Giving,” 1:30 & 6:30 pm, Rm 116
-Saturday, September 21, Autumn Afternoon Tea, 1:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
-Sunday, September 22, Knock on Wood Marimba Band Concert, 3 pm, Sanctuary
-Sunday, September 29, Family Fun Day, 11:30 am to 1:30 pm, Church lawn
-Sunday, September 29, Ferree LeFevre Organ Recital, 3 pm, Sanctuary

There is so much happening in the life of our church! I hope that you find something that
energizes your spirit and feeds your soul, not only on Sundays but throughout the week.

We give thanks for the partnerships that we have developed throughout our community
and we rejoice in the fruit that these relationships are bearing.

Growing out of my experiences at the Wild Goose Festival in July, [ will be offering a book
study on Wednesday afternoons at 2 pm in Conference Room 111 starting September 11.
We will be reading Jim Wallis’s new book “The False White Gospel: Rejecting Christian
Nationalism, Reclaiming Truth Faith, and Refounding Democracy.” I'm excited to share in
this opportunity to engage in a hard (and holy) topic together.

May we continue to seek God’s guidance and grace, and receive the wisdom and courage
we need for the living of these days. 2

Peace, Pastor Caroline
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YOU ARE INVITED TO A CONCERT PRESENTED BY

KNOCK ON WOOD MARIMBA BAND
SUNDAY, SEPT 22 at 3:00 PM

at St. John’s United Church of Christ
1811 Lincoln Way East, Chambersburg, PA
Concert is free and open to the public

Please join us for a unique celebration of rhythm and
melody featuring the Knock on Wood Marimba Band.

This is an exciting group of excellent musicians with four
from Franklin County and the fifth from Hagerstown. The
will play a delightful concert of varied kinds of music. The
speed with which they play is as exciting to watch as it is to
hear being played. Please set this date aside and plan to be
at the above address on Sept 22, at 3 PM. You will not be

disappointed. The group is led by Marlin Barnes.



Donations will be sorted on Mondays, starting September 9, from 9 am to 12 pm,
at 2116 Lincoln Way East, at a room rented at the back of the building owned by
Mobile Works; signs are posted out front. We thank the generous partnership of
Franklin County Legal Services for allowing us to share their space to sort the donated

2024 USEDBOOK SALE

St. John’s United Church of Christ
1811 Lincoln Way E. Chambersburg PA 17202

Donation Dates: Sept. 3- Oct. 12

Sale Dates: Friday Oct. 25th - 2pm to 8pm
Saturday Oct. 26th - 9am to 5pm
Sunday Oct. 27th - noon to 4pm

Proceeds go to .mHabltat

for Humanity
of Franklin County
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Community Events from the United
Churches of Chambersburg Area

of the Documentary Film: “Fidelta’. Soldier. Prisoner.”
about WWII Italian Soldier Prisoners of War
at Letterkenny Ordinance Depot during 1944-1945.

kekek k%

Friday evening, September 6, 2024, 7:00 p.m.
Capitol Theatre Center
Downtown Chambersburg

Admission is Free

kkkk%k

You are also cordially invited to the Letterkenny Chapel
on Wednesday, September 11"
(23" Anniversary of the Attack on America)
as we Honor all who lost their lives on 9/11.
Chapel will be open for visitation - 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
with a brief Prayer and Reflection at NOON.




St. John’s Nursery School

St. John’s Nursery School is ready to begin its 53rd year of providing
quality early childhood education to children in our community!

We have been blessed to welcome 122 children and their families
this school year. We have 27 toddlers, 40 three year olds, and 55
four and five year olds excited to learn and have fun!

We welcome back our Teaching Staff: Lisa Etter, Angie Leedy,
Katlyn Heverley, Jenn Smith, Charon Barclay, and Shanna Bell,
along with our Assistants: Chazalynn Hackney, Vanessa Florea,
Cara Cannon, Megan Ritter, and Nicole Arnett. Joining us as an
assistant this year is Amy Rosenberry. We are all looking forward to
a fantastic school year!

Thank you in advance for your support of our Nursery School and a
special thanks to the Nursery School Ministry for their outpouring of
support, encouragement, and direction in planning this new school
year.

Blessings,

Kari Rock, Director



OFFICE

Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9am —3pm

Church Office will be closed on Monday, September 2,
in observance of Labor Day.

Loretta Zimmerman - Office Manager
Heather Nickey - Office Assistant
Church office # (717) 263-8593



Future Together
Progress Report

September 2024 continues the progress on our work together into the future. You will
note that several of these activities overlap in different areas of our Strategic Plan. We
hope this “progress report” helps everyone to see how we are living into our St. John’s
UCC Future Together Strategic Plan.

SPIRITUAL DEEPENING

L

The Labyrinth located outside the Sanctuary is always available for meditation,
centering, and as a quiet space to commune with God. It is a truly beautiful space.

Henry Hopper hosts a meditation class weekly, Mondays at 10 am, Room 116.

The Wired Word class meets Sundays at 8:45 am in room 116. Email Harold
Collier to join the mailing list to receive material in advance.

A new prayer jar ministry with a designated prayer center is now available in the
lobby. Remember the 3 basic prayers: Help, Thanks, Wow. All prayers encouraged!

Diana Kongkeattikul writes a weekly devotional for our website. An opt-in email list
is available via the office if you'd like to receive her reflection directly in your inbox.

Pastor Caroline is leading a weekly book study on Wednesdays at 2 pm starting on
September 11. We'll be meeting weekly to discuss “The False White Gospel” by
Jim Wallis (see page 22 for more details).

ENERGIZE PARTICIPATION

L

A task force continues their work reviewing the governance and leadership teams
needed to succeed in reaching our goals. Six facilitated conversations were held in
August to garner feedback and generate additional ideas. More opportunities to
continue the conversation around our future structure are being planned.

Cathy Kinton has prepared visitor bags to share with our visitors. These are very
popular and have been appreciated by those who have received them.

Two upcoming concerts are scheduled for September 22 (Knock on Wood Marimba
Band) and September 29 (Ferree LeFevre organ recital), both at 3 pm. Invite your
friends to come and enjoy some beautiful music!



CONGREGATIONAL CARE
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A new pictorial directory is being planned for this fall. More details available soon!

The Elders are working to reach our members and help connect and support our
journey together. These contacts have been well-received by our congregation.

A Ladies’ Retreat will be held at St. John’s Camp September 6 & 7.
A chili cook-off is being planned for Saturday, October 19.

Additional opportunities for children during worship will be offered (see page 29).

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

*

*

*
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The Autumn Afternoon Tea is planned for Saturday, September 21st. Tickets are
available beginning September 3. Space is limited; get your tickets today!

The Habitat for Humanity Book Sale is scheduled for October 25,26, and 27. Items
for donation will begin to be accepted beginning Tuesday, September 3. Donations
will be sorted on Mondays from 9 am to Noon. Contact Harold Collier to volunteer.

The outdoor concert with Bobby Jo Valentine on August 16 went very well!
Family Fun Day is scheduled for Sunday, September 29, 11:30 am to 1:30 pm.

St. John’s is an Emerald sponsor of Franklin County Pride Festival on October 13.

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILTY

L2

Camp Ministry has developed a new rental fee structure and did a mailing to
churches located close to camp to make them aware of its rental availability. We
are advertising the opportunity to rent our camp on our digital sign on LWE.

With help from Berkstresser Realty, we have welcomed the organization Jessica &
Friends and the Church of Jesus Christ in the Americas as tenants in our building.

With the help of Ghostwriter, LLC, St. John’s received a grant from the Alexander
Stewart, MD Foundation to offset the cost of replacing two sets of exterior doors.

We are planning a matching campaign to replace the dishwasher in the kitchen.
Chrystal Miracle will host two classes on planned giving on September 10.

9
Online giving and other giving opportunities are regularly advertised. A QR code is
placed in our publications. Finance-related articles are included in every Spirit.



To purchase tickets or a table,
please call (717) 263-8593

Tickets are $30, cash or check
Tickets available starting Tuesday, September 3

i eplemb el St. John's UCC
21 Fellowship Hall

01:30 PM 1811 Lincoln Way East
Chambersburg, PA 17202

Tea includes: soup, salad, savories,
scones, sweets, and endless pots of tea
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-EVERY MONDAY @10 AM  FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
_ROOM 116 CONTACT HENRY HOPPPER AT
HENHOPPER@AOL.COM OR
(717) 660 - 2325

-NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
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Theological conversations
Rich discussion
Powerful testimony

Join us at 6:30 pm at
The Trojan Diner & Sports Bar!
1121 Lincoln Way E
Chambersburg, PA 17201

Bring your questions,
Invite your friends!
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Join us for

Saturday Night Worship

This service is designed to provide a relaxed, informal,
intimate atmosphere forworship and fellowshlp
This family-friendly worship service includes communion
and activities for children.
September 14, 2024
5:00 pm
Outside on the Lawn
(Fellowship Hall if inclement weather)

St. John's UCC
1811 LWE Chambersburg, PA 17202

¢
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Dear Friends in Christ, Your generous “First Fruits Donation” to our Food
Pantry is very much appreciated. Our clients continue to increase in
numbers—we serve about 700 people each month. And food prices

continue to remain high, so many people rely on us.
Thank you for helping us continue this important outreach.
-Fayetteville Food Pantry

Dear St. John’s UCC, The board and participants of Occupational
Services, Inc. would like to extend our sincere thanks for your
donation. While OSI obtains a majority of our funding for services
from federal, state, and county sources, there are many other
unfunded costs associated with delivering quality services to our
participants. Your generous support will help to offset those costs
enabling OSI to continue to provide vocational programs and
employment services that help to provide meaning, productivity, and
community engagement to the lives of individuals with disabilities
residing in Franklin and Fulton Counties.

Thank you for your generosity!
-OSI
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Dear Church Family, Thank you for the flowers brought to my room
at Menno Haven Rehab. | spend several days in COVID
quarantine so it was really nice to have the flowers to remind me of
the church family | haven't seen for awhile. | appreciate Pastor
Caroline's visits to the hospital and to the rehab center. It was a
high light of my days. | especially enjoyed having a hymnal.

Thank you. Friendly, John Widmann.

Immunization Clinic at St. Johns
with Chambers’ Apothecary

September 15, 2024
11 am in the Parlor
Bring your ID and insurance information

Flu Shots Walk in, or register

with Chambers” Apothecary

COVID VaCCines (phone or online)

CHAMBERS' &

or call church office

APOTHECARY



First Fruits gy howeress

COALITION
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Hunger and homelessness often go hand in hand. Homeless people
deserve healthy food, too. In addition to providing ongoing
humanitarian aid and relief, Homeless Matters is partnering with
Franklin County Housing Authority (FCHA) to develop the “Helping
Hands- Food and Resources Delivery to Homeless Program” designed
to meet the targeted needs of the homeless community in the Franklin
County Area. We currently have over 300 unhoused adults and children

just in Chambersburg!!
@

St. John’s QR Code
for Giving Online

O =340

St. John’s United Church of Christ, 1811 Lincoln Way East, Chambersburg PA
16



What's the Deal with Church Budgets?

Each fall, St. John’s puts together a budget that will be voted on and adopted for the
following calendar year. The budget process involves the input of many people: staff,
ministry teams, the finance committee, and Consistory. The budget is reviewed several
times before it is brought to the congregation for a vote at the fall Congregational
meeting held in November. Two kinds of budgets are prepared: a traditional line-item
budget and a narrative budget (aka mission spending plan). Both documents help us
Elo understand how we are spending our money and the mission/ministry our church
oes.

Similar to how you might put together a household budget, there are two sections to
the budget: income and expenses. We do our best to estimate the sources of income
that we can expect to receive: offering, building rent, interest income, and transfer of
trust fund income. There are other sources of income that we cannot easily anticipate
or plan for, such as grants, bequests, and allocated gifts (meaning monies received
that are designated for specific purposes). Contributions toward “Mission Possible”, our
HVAC campaign, are also included in the income side of the budget.

The expenses side of the budget is significant: everything from wages and benefits,
utilities (each with their own line item), property maintenance, office supplies,
cleaning, to individual ministry teams’ budgets are reviewed to best support our
mission and ministry, always with an eye toward being responsible stewards of our
resources.

All of these different line item expenses work together to tell the story of St. John’s—
that's where our narrative budget (aka mission spending plan) comes in. Whether it is
praising God in worship and music, teaching and nurturing discipleship, connecting to
one another, connecting to the community, reaching out in service, or managing our
building and grounds, we are making a difference in the lives of people, growing in
love of God and neighbor. None of this is possible without you.

I'm reminded of the refrain from Al Carmines’ 1977 hymn “God of Change and Glory”:
“Many gifts, one Spirit, one love known in many ways. In our difference is blessing,
from diversity we praise one Giver, one Word, one Spirit, one God known in many
ways, hallowing our days. For the giver, for the gifts, praise, praise, praise!”

Through the love that we share, the people we embrace, the stories we tell: we are
not only telling people that God loves them, we are showing it, too.

Thank you for the many gifts you give of time, talent, and treasure. As we enter into
the budget planning season for 2025, we encourage your prayerful consideration of
Ihow you can support the mission and ministry of our church, for we are changing
ives.

-Pastor Caroline for the Finance Task Force (Scot Orndorft, Lisa Fair, Jerry Thomason)
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2024 LADIES RETREAT
at ST. JOHN'S CAMP

near Cowan's 6ap
Friday Sept. 6 thru Saturday Sept. 7

SIGN UP IN CHURCH LOBBY
$30

Meaningful spiritual discussion & reflection,
Crafts, Light Yoga, Meditation, Games,
Food & Fellowship!

Questions: Call Diana Kongkeattikul

by St. John's United Church of Christ, 1811 Lincoln Way East, Chambersburg PA 17202

18



Member Spotlight

Kathleen and McKenna Mooshian have attended St John's since
March of 2019. They found comfort in St John's welcoming
environment for all people and knew after the first visit that it was
where they were meant to be.

McKenna is a 19 year old student studying nursing at the University
of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. She is entering her second year
there. McKenna loves music and has been participating in music
groups since elementary school. She is part of an acapella group at
Penn and a member of the Amistad Praise Band here at St John's!
McKenna likes to spend time with her family and friends, as well as
bake, in her free time.

Kathleen is a mother of 6 children and a Mema to 10 grandchildren.
McKenna is the youngest of the 6. Kathleen runs an at-home
daycare program where she babysits children all week. When she's
not watching kids, she enjoys rearranging furniture and decorating.
She even has a degree in decorating! Kathleen is also a member of
the Amistad Praise Band, where she loves to praise God through
singing. She has always loved singing and has been involved in
choirs her entire life.




JOIN US FOR A FREE

/4

Ll

SEPTEMBER 29
11:.30 AM - 1.30 PM

MUSIC | GAMES | FOOD
L Y} NEW THIS YEAR: PETTING ZOO! y 4

ST. JOHN'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
1811 LWE, CHAMBERSBURG, PA 17202
4 USE PARKING LOT B N
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Fall Book Study with Pastor Caroline
Wednesdays @ 2 pm

Starting September 11

A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

Rejecting Christian Nationalism,
Reclaiming True Faith,

and Refounding Democracy

THE

FALSE
WHITE
GOSPEL

New York Times bestselling author of God'’s Politics

Jim Wallis

“WALLIS ONCE AGAIN DEMONSTRATES WHY HE IS AMERICA'S PROPHET AND MORAL
PHILOSOPHER.™ —OTIS MOSS IlI, SENIOR PASTOR, TRINITY UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

ST. JOHN'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
1811 LWE, CHAMBERSBURG, PA 17202
CONFERENCE ROOM 111] USE PARKING LOT B
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St. John's and Planned Giving

Chrystal K. Miracle
Director of Finance and Administration

Shippensburg University

“In God we trust... All others pay cash...”

Everything we have is a gift from God, so how do we become
better stewards of our gifts? Chrystal Miracle, Chief Financial
Officer and Director of Financial Administration for Shippensburg
University Foundation, would like to share “An Introduction to
Planned Giving” with you on Tuesday, September 10, 2024 at
1:30 pm or 6:30 pm in Room 116. Through charitable and
estate planning, she will focus on ways of giving and present
information on qualified charitable distributions (QCD’s),
bequests and charitable gift annuities. A question and answer
session as well as handouts will be available.

Please plan to join us at one of these informative sessions and
discover the power of giving from your heart to make a positive
impact and create a legacy of generosity for our church family.
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Mercersburg Association congregations are joining together
for food, fellowship, and fun at a covered dish picnic!

SUNDRAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2024,
4:00 PM

St. Matthews United Church 3240 Spring Rd. Carlisle, PA 17013

Grilled chicken, hotdogs,
and beverages will be
provided. Please bring
along a potluck dish to
share! Vvegetarian and
gluten-free options will
be available (vegan
options available upon
request).

All are invited and RSVPs are appreciated!
Please RSVP to Linda Ritchey at Lindasritchey@gmail.com
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Ovgan Recital

Join us to hear beautiful music

played by Ferree L.eFevre
Sunday, September 29, 2024
3:00 PM

Sanctuary at St. John’s UCC

1811 LLincoln Way East
Chambersburg, PA 17202

Freewill offering

Light refreshments to

follow
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TLLUNCHIEON

Nine St. John’s ladies sat around a very large table in what seemed to be
a beautifully redecorated room at Menno Haven Grille on Wednesday, August
14, at 11:30. There is always lively conversation when we can all see and hear
each other.

After lunch a puzzle about friendship and a quiz about the achievements
of various famous women who made history ended out meeting.

The Falafel Shack on the square in Chambersburg will be the location for
our next gathering on Wednesday, September 11, at 11:30. It was suggested
we use the parking lot next to Avocado Café for longer time than the street.
Come celebrate 9/11 with us.

MENS BREAKFAST

We will be meeting Thursday, September

5, 2024 at 7am at Texas Lunch (108 LWW,
Chambersburg, PA)

We look forward to seeing any and all for
September’s Breakfast
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September BIRTHDAYS

09/03 Michele Wadel

09/04 Margaret Schollaert
09/04 Melissa Reichelderfer
09/06 Evan Michael Blumberg
09/07 James Moyer

09/07 Michael Herbert

09/09 Connie Morrill-Hair
09/11 Lisa Hess

09/11 Harold Wissinger
09/12 Alexandra Dennis
09/13 Ferree Le Fevre

09/13 Diana Macfarlane
09/14 Lisa Singleton

09/14 Aiden James Van Why
09/15 John Tucker

09/15 Larry Stenger

09/18 Catherine Kinton
09/18 Swann Kongkeattikul
09/18 Manuel Cuesta
09/20 Virginia (Ginni) Parker
09/20 Brayden Brown
09/22 Tracey Wright

09/22 Matthew Strunk
09/22 Kyra Sollenberger
09/22 Hannah Herbert
09/23 Carl Barton

09/27 Stephen Wright
09/29 Dr. James Strite Jr.
09/29 Jack Mull




Youth Calendar of Events

September

1 Children’s corner
8 First day of Church School 8:45

Children’s corner

15 Church School 8:45
Children’s corner

22 Church School 8:45
Children’s corner

29 Church School 8:45
Children’s corner

Family Fun Day 11:30-7?7?
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New Ways to have Fun in Worship.......

Make sure you get your new Children’s bulletin each week from a greeter
when you enter the Sanctuary! It will be filled with fun activities based on
the scriptures for that week. Should help as a boredom buster until the
Children’s message!

Also we are looking forward to having Children’s corner weekly starting
this month. Adults with clearances who are willing help with this on the
1st, 3rd ,or 5th Sunday of a month from time to time, please contact

Roxanne.

The Teen Church School class is in need of helpers to assist Diana
Kongkeattikul on Sunday mornings at 8:45. The hope is to get 2 or 3
people that can rotate. Clearances are required but no planning is
expected. Please see Diana or Roxanne if you can help.
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Ministry Chairs
Want to serve
2023-2024 on a Ministry?

Called to Care— Connie Morrill-Hair

Camp—MaryLee Yaukey These Ministry teams

Children & Youth Ministry— Roxanne Davenport | would welcome you &

|
Facilities Ministry—7om Harrison your talents!

Fellowship—Sue McMurtray

Finance—Scot Orndorff Speak to them or Pastor
Caroline today to be a part

Invitational Ministry—=Susan Collier T
of these ministries.

Library—MarylLee Yaukey

Nursery School—Renee Byers

Open and Affirming— N. Aaron Hartman/Mark and Emily Hoger
Outreach—7'BD

Prayer Shawl Ministry — N. Aaron Hartman

Public Relations— 7'BD

Safe Church Compliance—Safe Church Compliance Steward, Sarah Herbert
Safe Church Response—Safe Church Compliance Steward, Sarah Herbert
Safety and Security—7om Kinton

Technology and Media Ministry— Calvin Frantz

Worship/Music Ministry— Gary Crum
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CONSISTORY 2023-2024

TBD

Thomas Harrison—Vice President & Head Trustee
Larry Wadel

Harold Collier, President

N. Aaron Hartman

Jill Miller

Gary Patterson
Dwight Sollenberger, Head Elder
TBD

Allen Frantz
Mike Blumberg
Cathy Kinton, Head Deacon

Sarah Myers, Secretary

Chris Willman-Bunge
TBD

The Rev. Caroline E. Saxton
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Sunday Worship will be at 10 am
(Offered In-Person and on YouTube)

Sunday, September 8, 10 am, Sanctuary & Livestreamed

Saturday, September 14, 5 pm, Church Lawn (Fellowship Hall if inclement

weather)

World Communion Sunday, October 6, 10 am, Sanctuary & Livestreamed

Saturday, October 12, 5 pm, Fellowship Hall

St. John’s United Church of Christ

ke | 1811 Lincoln Way East
- Chambersburg, PA 17202

o
-‘ Phone: 717-263-8593 Fax: 717-263-9010

Website: www.sjuccl811.org

Office Hours: Mon — Fri from 9 AM — 3 PM
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