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Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Reformation Sunday 

 

*Please stand as you are able, in body or in Spirit. 

Gathering Song      “Fellowship Hall”   Amistad Praise Band 

Unison Welcome  

                  “No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here” 

Announcements 

Passing of the Peace         “The peace of Christ be with you”          “And also with you” 

Prelude               “Nearer My God to Thee”              arr. Susan E. Geschke 

      The Bells of St. John’s 

*Call to Worship                    from Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship 

God has called people from the farthest places of the earth.  
 From east and west, from north and south, the people of God are gathered. 
God has called the blind and the lame, pregnant women, and those with nursing infants. 
 From all ways of life and every experience the people of God are gathered. 
Those who are weeping will be consoled, those who are thirsty will be led by brooks of 
water, those who stumble shall find a straight path. 
 We hear God’s call through prophet words, and we come as this congregation 
 to be the gathered people of God.  

*Praise Song        “Open the Eyes of My Heart”  Amistad Praise Band 

*Sentences of Celebration: Reformation Sunday              adapted from Touch Holiness  

Throughout the human story the Spirit of God continues to speak,  

 in visions and voices, in images and ideas,  

and in all languages and all times, to all people in all places, 

 inviting the people of God to discover new revelation.  

From the stories of scripture, we know that that God comes to us in different ways.  

 In personal experience, we know that lives are touched and transformed. 

The words and the life and the power of Jesus have tunneled through tomb and have flown 

through time and culture and continue to live for us today.  

 The Spirit continues to speak  

in visions and voices, in images and ideas,  

 in all languages and times, to all people in all places.  

Through those whose names we know and those whose names have been forgotten, faith 

endures in the hearts of those they have taught and nurtured, resounding in the songs they 

have sung and passed on, incarnate in ideas and questions they shared and inspired.  

 The Spirit has spoken through people of many faiths. The Spirit has come as a 

 reformer’s fire, blazing in the heart.  



And still the Spirit comes to us today in new voices and new visions  

 and in new understandings of the voices and visions passed on to us.  

It may burn in our hearts like fire or whisper in the silence as a still, small voice. It may sing 

to us from the stars or sneak up on us from within, or embrace us in the touch of another 

child of God.  

 But we are here today, because the Spirit speaks to us and we respond!  

Special Music        “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)”  Amistad Praise Band 

Scripture Reading                Deuteronomy 6:1-9; Psalm 146; Hebrews 9:11-14 

Children’s Sermon          Roxanne Davenport 

Scripture Reading                                 Mark 12:28-34            

Sermon                               Rev. Caroline E. Saxton 

Musical Meditation    “And All the People Said Amen”  Amistad Praise Band 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns  

Prayers of the People and the Prayer of Our Savior (debts) 

*Hymn #418                 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 

*Invitation to Giving   

*Commission & Benediction      

Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render 

to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; 

honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Sending Song        “I’ll Fly Away”   Amistad Praise Band 

Music used by permission. CCLI License #2603973 One License #738242-A 

If you are ill, have a fever, or are exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19, we respectfully ask that 

you remain at home.  
 

The Flowers at the Foot of the Cross are given to the glory of God!  
 

Worship Resources: adapted from Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship. 
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