
St. John’s United Church of Christ 
September 5, 2021 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

*Please stand as you are able, in body or in Spirit. 

Gathering Song                               “This is the Day” 

Unison Welcome  

                  “No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here” 

Announcements 

Passing of the Peace         “The peace of Christ be with you”          “And also with you” 

Prelude  

*Call to Worship                                   from Enfleshed  

From the dust of the earth, the Holy One breathes us into life.  

 Through the breath of God we are all connected.  

Shaped in her image, God formed us with a purpose: 

 To create; to serve; to tend; to protect; to love 

That life may flourish in all its forms,  

 May the Spirit of the Living God be manifest in us!  

*Hymn #273        “In Christ There Is No East or West”  

Call to Confession         from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion 

Many people brought their greatest needs to Jesus, certain that he would help them. With 

that same confidence, let us confess our failings and seek forgiveness.  

Prayer of Confession         from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion 

Almighty and compassionate God, every day, in our desire to attain our wants, avoid 

discomfort, and shun those we not know or love, we show ourselves to be unworthy 

of your gifts of life. Of this we are sorely aware, and we ask your power to renew us in 

body and spirit, that we will be able, through your help, to walk in the way you 

intend for us. Forgive us and lead us, in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

Kyrie                          Hymnal Companion C-4 

Words of Assurance          from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion 

Just as Jesus made the deaf to hear and the mute to speak, our merciful God lifts our 

burdens from us, removes the failures of our past, and turns us to new life. You are 

forgiven. Walk in peace.  

*Glory Be to the Father #704  

Scripture Reading                            Isaiah 35:4-7a; Psalm 146; James 2:1-10, 14-17   

Children’s Sermon          Roxanne Davenport    



Anthem       “Open My Eyes, That I May See” 

Scripture Reading                       Mark 7:24-37 

Sermon             “Be Opened!”         The Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Herrold 

Musical Meditation 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns  

Prayers of the People and the Prayer of Our Savior (debts) 

*Hymn #519                   “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” 

*Invitation to Giving   

*Commission & Benediction        from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion 

Be strong and do not fear! Trust in the Lord’s blessings of answered prayer and healing. 

Listen to the wisdom around you. Speak well of your neighbors. Teach peace.  

May the God who made you, loved you, and lives with you, bring you to a faith that cannot 

be weighted down and a courage that knows no bounds.  

Postlude  

Music used by permission. CCLI License #2603973 One License #738242-A 

If you are ill, have a fever, or are exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19, we respectfully ask that 
you remain at home.  
 

The Flowers at the Foot of the Cross are given to the glory of God!  
 

Worship Resources: enfleshed and Feasting on the Word Worship Companion. 
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The Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Herrold is an Ordained Minister of the United Church of Christ, with 
standing in the Mercersburg Association. He served as pastor of St. Paul’s Church in 
Mechanicsburg, PA, for 35 years, retiring in 2005, having been honored with the title of Pastor 
Emeritus. He has held various positions at the local, association, conference and national levels 
of the church. He lives in Mechanicsburg, and has two children and two grandchildren. 
 

Pastor Caroline is currently on vacation. Rev. Peter Emig and Rev. Dr. Bruce Druckenmiller are 
“on-call” for pastoral emergencies. Please contact the church office if a need arises and they will 
get your message to the appropriate pastor on-call. 


