St. John’s United Church of Christ
July 25, 2021
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
*Please stand as you are able, in body or in Spirit.

Gathering Song

“This is the Day”

Unison Welcome
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here”
Announcements
Passing of the Peace

“The peace of Christ be with you”

“And also with you”

Prelude
*Call to Worship

adapted from Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship

Let us rejoice, for morning has dawned. A new day has been born, and we are newly alive
and able to enjoy it.
We know the beauty of God’s creation and the wonder of the human family.
We remember those whose love has shaped our lives and those whose
struggle for justice has been unsleeping even in nighttimes of loneliness.
We gather in our church, virtually and in-person, to worship God, to share prayers and
gifts, to pledge ourselves to God’s work in the world.
May God bless us, so that what we do in this time together may be honest,
sacred, and filled with hope.
*Hymn #303

“All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”

Call to Confession
Let us confess our sins before God and one another.
Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, you have promised to receive us when
we come to you. We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and
deed. We have disobeyed your law. We have not loved you or our neighbors as we
should. Forgive us, O God, and grant that we may live and serve you in newness of
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Kyrie
Words of Assurance

Hymnal Companion C-4
from the UCC Book of Worship

God hears the confession of our hearts and lips. Through Jesus Christ we are forgiven all
our sins, and by the Holy Spirit we are empowered for new life. We believe the good news
of Jesus Christ. Amen.
*Glory Be to the Father #704
Scripture Reading

2 Kings 4:42-44; Psalm 145:10-18; Ephesians 3:14-21

Special Music
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”
arr. Jack Schrader
Gary Crum, soloist; Gloria Crum, piano; Darby Crum, electric bass
Children’s Sermon

Roxanne Davenport

Scripture Reading

John 6:1-21

Sermon

Rev. Caroline E. Saxton

Musical Meditation
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People and the Prayer of Our Savior (debts)
*Hymn #425

“How Firm a Foundation”

*Invitation to Giving
*Commission & Benediction

from Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship

Like a rock, God is under our feet. Like a roof, God is over our heads. Like the horizon, God
is beyond us. Like water in a pitcher, God is within us and in the pouring out of us. Like a
pebble in the sea, we are in God. Let us go out and change the world as God has changed
our lives.
Postlude
Music used by permission. CCLI License #2603973 One License #738242-A
If you are ill, have a fever, or are exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19, we respectfully ask that
you remain at home.
The Flowers at the Foot of the Cross are given in honor of Edna L. Scubelek, our mother’s
96th birthday on July 24th, by Wayne Scubelek and Sue McMurtray. Everyone is welcome to
join us in the lobby for a cupcake and punch to celebrate Edna’s 96th birthday following the
service.
From Gary Crum: A list of possible dates is located on the Choir room door for anyone
interested in providing special music in our Sunday services during the summer months.
This could be a solo, duet, quartet, etc., and could be vocal or instrumental.
Worship Resources: Portions of the liturgy were adapted from Touch Holiness: Resources
for Worship and the UCC Book of Worship.
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The “Virtual Fellowship Time” on Zoom will resume in August. See you then!

