St. John’s United Church of Christ
May 16, 2021
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Unison Welcome
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here”
Announcements
Passing of the Peace

“The peace of Christ be with you”

Opening Music (Praise Team)

“And also with you”

“Bind Us Together”

*Call to Worship

Bob Gillman

written by The Rev. Mak Kneebone

Those who are thirsty, come to the fount that will not dry up.
We bring our thirst here to be quenched.
Those who are weary, Spirit is a ready refuge.
We bring our weariness that we might find rest.
Those who feel lost, come to the One who knows the way.
Lead us by the hand, by our hearts, and by hope.
*Praise Song

“The Bond of Love”

Otis Skillings

Call to Confession
Let us confess our sins before God and one another.
Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, you have promised to receive us when
we come to you. We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and
deed. We have disobeyed your law. We have not loved you or our neighbors as we
should. Forgive us, O God, and grant that we may live and serve you in newness of
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Kyrie

Hymnal Companion C-4

Words of Assurance

from the UCC Book of Worship

God hears the confession of our hearts and lips. Through Jesus Christ we are forgiven all
our sins, and by the Holy Spirit we are empowered for new life. We believe the good news
of Jesus Christ. Amen.
*Glory Be to the Father #704
Scripture Reading

1 Corinthians 12:12-27; Romans 12:15-18

Children’s Sermon

Lisa Frantz

Special Music (Praise Team)
Testimonial

“Christ Has Broken Down the Wall”

“Fearing the Queer and Trans Other”

Mark A. Miller
alithia zamantakis

Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People and the Prayer of Our Savior (debts)
*Sung Response

“Make Us One”

Carol Cymbala

*Invitation to Giving
*Commission & Benediction

from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion

Living in the love of Christ, be open to God calling you into a new ministry.
Jesus Christ has already given us into the arms of a loving God.
Therefore go in the Spirit of peace.
Sending Music (Praise Team)

“Jesu, Jesu”

Tom Colvin

Music used by permission. CCLI License #2603973 One License #738242-A
If you are ill, have a fever, or are exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19, we respectfully ask that
you remain at home.
The Flowers at the Foot of the Cross are given by Connie Evans in grateful memory of the
life of LaRoy “Bud” Evans.
Worship Resources:
Portions of the liturgy were adapted from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion and
the UCC Book of Worship. Call to Worship written by The Rev. Mak Kneebone.
We extend a warm welcome to alithia zamantakis, Director of LGBTQ Program and Services at
Shippensburg University. She is a PhD candidate in Sociology at Georgia State University. Her
dissertation analyzes the sociopolitical and cultural conditions that give rise to anti-Black trans
violence. alithia is dedicated to making trans lives livable. Please join us after the service for a
Q&A session wherein alithia will touch on how we come to internalize fear of and contempt for
queer/trans individuals, how transphobia/homophobia affects all of us including those who
are not queer/trans, and how to shift from a place of fear and contempt to a place of empathy
and compassion.
“Bind Us Together” CCLI Song #1228 © 1977 Thankyou Music
“The Bond of Love” CCLI Song #14459 © 1971 Lillenas Publishing Company
“Christ Has Broken Down the Wall” © 2011 Choristers Guild
“Make Us One” CCLI Song #695737 © 1991, 1994 Carol Joy Music | Word Music, LLC
“Jesu, Jesu” CCLI Song #186208 © Words: 1969, 1989 Hope Publishing Company | Music: 1969, 1989 Hope
Publishing Company
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