
St. John’s United Church of Christ 
March 7, 2021 

Third Sunday in Lent 
 

Gathering Words                   “This is the Day” 

Unison Welcome  

                  “No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here” 

Announcements 

Mission Moment                    Cindy Edwards 

Passing of the Peace         “The peace of Christ be with you”          “And also with you” 

Prelude 

Solemn Declaration  

Call to Worship            from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion 

From water to wilderness:  

 God’s covenant continues; God’s kingdom comes near. 

On stone and in hearts:  

 God’s covenant continues; God’s kingdom comes near. 

From the ancestor of nations to the Son lifted up: 

 God’s covenant continues; God’s kingdom comes near. 

We follow Jesus on the Lenten path, 

 for where he is, we would be also.  

Musical Meditation   

Call to Confession         from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion 

Despite all that God has taught us, we still act foolishly; we are still weak. In the cross of 

Christ, we find forgiveness and grace. We confess our sins, trusting in God’s wisdom and 

strength rather than our own.  

Prayer of Confession         from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion 

Merciful God, how fickle we are; we sin against you without even knowing it. Clear us, 

we pray, of any unknown sin, and save us from willfully ignoring your way. Let your 

commandments rule and guide us.  

Forgive us for worshiping anyone or anything except you; keep us faithful.  

Forgive us for failing to honor all our relationships—with those closest to us and 

those who are distant neighbors. Help us to speak words of blessing and kindness, 

rather than words that belittle or destroy. Turn us away from violence, falsehood, 

and selfishness. 



Forgive us for thinking everything depends on our efforts and power, for you are the 

God who made us, led us out of slavery, and has brought us into the community of 

faith. Help us to depend on you alone and to rest in your peace. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  

Kyrie (spoken rather than sung)                Hymnal Companion C-4 

Words of Assurance         from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion 

Siblings, in Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, and coming again, we are forgiven and set free to 

live in faithfulness with God and with one another! Thanks be to God!  

Glory Be to the Father #704 (spoken rather than sung) 

Scripture Reading                                              Exodus 20:1-17; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

Children’s Sermon                               Eileen Shaffer 

Anthem       “Come Find Forgiveness and Love”              Don Besig  

Scripture Reading                        John 2:13-22 

Sermon                      Rev. Caroline E. Saxton 

Musical Meditation  

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Service of Holy Communion 

Invitation  

Communion Prayer 

Sharing the Elements 

 We share in the sacrament of Holy Communion using the elements of bread and juice 

 that we have in our homes. Our lives are consecrated as holy; so too are the elements 

 that we partake of when we are gathered and when we are scattered. Please eat of the 

 bread and drink of the cup as invited by Pastor Caroline.  

Prayer of Thanksgiving                from the UCC Book of Worship 

We give thanks, Gracious God,  

 that you have refreshed us at your table 

 by granting us the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 Strengthen our faith,  

 increase our love for one another, 

 and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, 

 rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, 

 and in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  

Musical Meditation  



Invitation to Giving 

Commission & Benediction        from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion 

In the Lenten week ahead, study God’s commandments, practice the way of life they teach, 

and see how God’s laws revive your soul.  

Postlude 

Music used by permission. CCLI License #2603973 One License #738242-A 

 

Special Thanks to everyone who made our worship possible this morning.    

 
If you are ill, have a fever, or are exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19, we respectfully ask that 
you remain at home.  
 
Join us for our Virtual Fellowship Time this afternoon at 2 pm on Zoom. Our meeting ID is 
956-4820-9436 and passcode is 755909. The direct link is here.  
 

Worship Resources: 

Prayers have been reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting 

on the Word® Worship Companion © 2013.  

https://zoom.us/j/95648209436?pwd=a0FEVzlyTGcySU1WQURleVBnbnVpUT09

